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I.I.S.R TORTURED 



TIE FACTS 


photographing assaulted mourners at 
the funeral of Tommy Smyth, who 
was shot dead while some of his 
comrades were escaping from 
Portlaoise Jail 


(Photo courtesy of SUNDA Y WORLD) 

Superimposed are pictures showing 
some of the injuries inflicted by the 
secret police on I.R.S.P. members 
last month. 


see pages 4 and 5 








SUIL THART 

eagras nua sa ghaeltacht 

An lochtis mo a bhfar ghluaiseacht na Gaeltachta 6 bunafodh f nago raibh sfag freastal ar 
cheantracha aonranacha Gaeltachta in ait blieirh ag freastal ar an nGaeltacht uile. 

I gConamara a bunafodh Gluaiseacht Chearta Sibhialta na Gaeltachta i dtosachagus. 
ar go leor bealaigh, ansin a d’fhan sf. Bhf iarrachmf ar bun le gluaiseacht den chineal cheanna 
a bhunu i gCiarraf. D’eirigh leis seo, go poinnte airithe, arfeadh tamaill, ach nf raibh ceangal 
ar bith idir an coiste i gCiarraf agus an coiste i gConamara. Bhf coistfforbartha, 
comharchumainn agus araile agfeidhmiu in alcfn des na ceantracha eile, freisin, ach is mar 
aonaid aonranacha a bhf siad agfeidhmiu agus nf mar ghluaiseacht aontaithe Gliaeltachta. ^ 
Nf raibh gluaiseacht ar bith. mar sin. le labhairt ar son mhuintir na Gaeltachta. Laige an-mhor 
ab ea e seo, lai ge ar bhain an rialtas usaid as agus iad ag iarraidh aighneas a chothu idir na 
ceantracha eagsula. Thuigan rialtas go mbeadh neart agus fuinneamh i ngluaiseacht aontaithe 
Gaeltachta agus nf raibh se sin uatha. 


Is cosuil anois. afach. go bhfuil cor nua taghtha 
san scdal. I lai na nuosa seo chaite, thainig 
ionadaithe os na ceantracha uile Gaeltachta 
Ciarraf. Dun na nGall, Conamara. Port I 'irge, 
Corcaigh. Baile Ghib, Rath Cairn agus Muigheo - 
’e cheile i gConamara le gluaiseacht aontaithe 
Gliaeltachta a bhunu. Bin fonn oibre agusfuadar 
chun gnttnh ar na teachtaf agus leagadar an 
bhuntsraith do ghluaiseacht nua aontaithe 
Gliaeltachta. Lisaidftdh siad an t-iris "Tuairisc". 
a bhltxlh a fhoillsiugo dtf seo ag Gluaiseacht 


Chearta Sibhialta na Gaeltachta i gConamara. lena 
gcuid smaointc a iliur chun cinn. 

Toghadh coiste sealadach. ar a bhfuil na 
daoinc sco leanas. leis an ohair a stiuradh: 

Cathaoirleach Seosamh 0 Cuaig (Cill ChairSin). 
Ru'naf Donnchadht) hCallaitlie (An Spidial). 
Cisteoii Doirfn Bean.Mhic Mhurchu (Rinn'O 
g(uanach). Eoghan 6 Suillcabhain (C’fiil Aodha), 
Nlfch cal 0 Scighin (Muigh_eo), Sean Mac Stiofain 
(Baile Ghib) agus Breanda'n mac Gearailt (Ciarraf). 
An ohair is mo a bheidh idir lamha ag an 


Freagra na Stait ar eileamh mhuintir na gaeltachta 

mu r' iTrir?!! | 




ngluaiseacht nua sco na a tileamh go mhunofar 
Udaras Daonlalhaclt Gaeltachta. tofa ag muintir 
na Gaeltachta fein, gan mhoillagtisa cliinntifi go 
mbeidh dothain cwnhachta ag an Udaras sco le 
forbairt cacnamafochta. soisilata agus culturtha 


dlagann siad faoi bhru mhor o mhuintir rut 
Gaeltachta Jein. Bhf iarrachtaf, ar bun Ic tanwll 
anuas le cur i gceill nach raibh Udaras Gaeltachta 
6 dltream ar bith ach atnhain muintir Chonamara. 
Caithfidh an Ghluaiseacht nua seo a chruthG go 
bhfuil a mhalairt fior. - f 

Ta craobhacha den ghluaiseacht le bunt' 
timpeall na tfre uile - ceantracha lasmuigh den 
Ghaeltacht san aireamh. Ni bheidh rota. Sfach 
ich amhain acu siud ata lonnaithc sa nGaeltacht 
fein. Is fiu gach cunamh gur feidir. a thabhairt don 
iarrachl nua seo. y ^ 

Comhairle amhain don lucht eagraithe. afach. 
agus poinnte tabhachtaeh nar choir dearmad a 
dheanamh air - nf feidir saoirse na Gaeltachta a 
bhaint amach laistigh den gcoras ata againn faoi 
laihair. nf feidir saoirse na Gaeltachta a bhaint 
amach gan saoirse na hEireann uile a bhaint amach. 
Nfhionann sin is a rS. ar ndoigli. nach feidir did 
chun cinn a dheanamh laistigh den gcoras ata 
againn. Is feidir. cinnte. ach laistigh de thcorannacha 
airithe. Ta'se tabhachtaeh go mbainff Odards, 
maith Gaeltachta amaclt go luach. muna ndeantar. 
ta gach seans go mbanofar an Ghaeltacht ar fad. 


Gaeilge agus Gardaf 
Is cuis uafais e , an chaoi ar buaileadh baill de 
chuid an phairtf seo agus daoine eile le 
deireannas nuair a gabhadh iad faoin Acht 
Um Chionta in Aghaidh an Stait. Cuis breise 
. uafais e gur buaileadh bent acu toisc gur 
labhair siad Gaeilge. Le ro fhada ata 
Gaeilgeoirfag cur suas le maslafde gach 
cineal o lucht an Stait toisc go ndeineann 
siad iarracht a dteanga fein a labhairt. Is / 
cosuil nach leor anois ag an rialtas Gaeilgeoiri 
a mhaslu agus dispeagadh a dheanamh ar 
chead theanga na tire seo, ta siad ag dul i c 
mbun na bruidiulachta anois le cur ina lui 
ar Ghaeilgeoirfgeilleadh do theanga an 
namhaid. Ta'gear gha le gluaiseacht chearta 
sibhialta do Ghaeilgeoin. Ta' se ro-dheacair 
ag daoine aonranacha seasamh in aghaidh 
coras iomlan an stait. Ta'a geearta a geeilt ar 
Ghaeilgeoin in aghaidh an lae. Is cuid de 
scaipeadh an impiriulachais an dispeagadh 
seo ar an dteanga. Caithfear cur in aghaidh 
gach gne den impiriulachas sa tir seo - is 
cuma cen reimse den saol ina dtagann se 
chun cinn, i gcursaf polaitfochta, 
eacnairfiochta no' culturtha. -Jfr 



NEW RECORD (L.P.) OUT 
“England's Vietnam” £2.05 + d 


New Constance Markievicz Posters 
60 each 

An annua) subscription for the Starry 
Plough is available from Head Office: 
Ireland £2.20, Europe £2.70 and 
United States % 6. These prices include 
postage. 

STARRY PLOUGH PUBLICATIONS 
cannot print a full lift of the booki tt stocks. 
However we can n. '" ‘ “ 


Send orders to: 

STARRY PLOUGH PUBLICATIONS 
c/o 34 Upper Gardiner Street, Dublin 

A discount is available for IRSP Cumainn. 


APOLOGY 
TO READERS 


Due to the recent raid on the offices of 
Starry Plough Publications and the arrest 
of the Editor of the Starry Plough, much 
of the work of Starry Plough Publications 
was thrown into confusion. This was 
increased further by the fact that files, 
records and correspondence were not only 
mixed up and strewn about the office 
but in some cases stolen by the secret police. 

We wish to apologise for anv — 
inconvenience caused to our readers, 
contributors or those in correspondence 
with us at that time. We urge anyone who 
has not received a reply to letters or 
queries to contact the Starry Plough 
immediately. 


TO THE EDITOR 



A chara, 


Cage 5, 
Long Kesh, 
Lisburn, 
Co. Antrim 


In the 26 counties a grave economic 
situation exists; over 1 20,000 people are 
unemployed and the standard of living is 
the worst in Western Europe. Due to the 
censorship of the media and a heavy 
propaganda campaign being waged by the 
Coalition Government our attention is 
being drawn away from these real problems 
of unemployment and social conditions, 
and focused on the security situation. 
Instead of measures being adopted to 
alleviate such social conditions all efforts 
are directed to appease and maintain the 
tattered remnants of British imperialism 
in Ireland and to safeguard their interests. 
They have done that by passing such laws as the 
Criminal Law Jurisdiction Bill which is a replica 
of a similar law passed some months previously 
in the Westminster Parliament. This legal and 
parliamentary collaboration has several aims, 
the chief one being to quash any resistance to 
imperialism by persecuting republicans who 
at present arc engaged in the national liberation 
struggle. 

Imperialism in the North can be seen daily 
in the form of the British occupying forces but 
in the neo-colonial South it is different; it is 
cloaked and camouflaged and not so clearly visible 
to an apathetic public. To uphold imperialism 
in Ireland the establishments have many means. 


In the North we have the infamous emergency 
Provisions Act which allows the authorities to 
do virtually anything from internment to the 
no-jury Diplock tribunal In the south a person 
can be sentenced for a lengthy period on the 
mere belief of a far from infallible garda 
superintendent. Despite all these laws the 
struggle has never been stronger and so determined 
as it is at present. 

This struggle has not been waged by the upper 
or middle classes. It has been waged by the 
nationalist working class who have nothing to 
lose but their chains. The industrial workers of 
the cities and the small farmers and farm labourers, 
who comprise the rural working class, have united 
to defeat British imperialism. These workers are 
told incessantly by the British media that they 
will never succeed, but these people have come 
to the realisation that victory will no longer be 
denied them. 

While the capitalist system persists in Ireland 
there can be no solution to contemporary 
socio-economic problems. The only lucrative 
employment in Ireland is that of a parasite and 
opponent of the working class struggle, namely, 
the non-productive work of prison officers, police 
and sundry home guard groups like the UDR, 

RUC Reserve and l-.C.A. The working class 
subsidise these repressive forces through their 
productive labour while the privileged classes 
enjoy numerous tax concessions at the expense 
of the emburdened worker. 

When imperialism is defeated these 
non-productive jobs shall be replaced by 
productive work which will be to society's benefit 
as opposed to the present system which acts 
as a fetter on the development of mankind. 

Cosgrave and his cronies are quite aware that 
the defeat of British Imperialism will herald thc- 
collapse of their ailing capitalist state. This is why 
they craw l and obey their British masters, whose 
colonial aspirations have caused suffering 
throughout the world for centuries. 

The time has come for the exploited masses 
to awaken from their apathetic state and attack 
this corrupt social order by whatever means 
possible for the benefit of themselves and the 
generations to come. 

Is mise le meas 
SEAMUS GREW 

P.R.O. Brendan McNamee Cumainn 
Cainpa na Ceise Fada 


housing for rich 
but not 
for locals 


Again, I am compelled to 
write in defence of injustice to 
the working man. It was with 
astonishment 1 read the Co. 
Council’s grandiose and self- 
congratulatory report. 

Astonishment, not at their 
ability to build* houses, but at 
their insistence on building 
castles in the air. 

I am referring to the quoted 
proposal .of twelve Council 
houses as the scheme for 
Newcastle. 

There has been no provision 
for Council houses in New- 
castle — nor will there be! 
Before it closed, there were 
eighty pupils in Newcastle 
National School. These grew 
up and married, only to dis- 
cover the Council had no 
intention of adding to the then 
present Council properties. 

Thus, they also had no 
intention of perpetuating the 
village life of Newcastle. 

In 1972, the Council’s atten- 
tion was drawn to the fact 
that they had not, in twenty - 
six years, .built one Council 
dwellinghouse in Newcastle. At 
the time councillors were busy 
seeking re-election and promises 
came in profusion. 

Land was purchased not only 
for 18 dwellinghouses but the 
councillors were sympathetic 
towards a proposed community 
centre— a scheme envisaged bv 
the voung marrieds as a way 
to keep life in the village, 
which was. at that time dying 
— by reason of the younger 


concrete complexes out of 
their native area in an attempt 
to house themselves in some 
decency. 

Originallv promised houses in 
Newcastle. they endured 
misery and privations, living 
in caravans in neighbour's or 
family gardens- or even on the 
roadside. Generally, they were 
lodged in overcrowded houses 
with mothers or mother-in- 
law, with younger brothers ant’ 
sisters cramped into the wood 
work. 

Ask any young couple, native 
of Newcastle, presently instal- 
led in complexes such as 
Grattan Park. Greystones, 
Newtown or Kilcoole, exactly 
how much they endured- 
whilst waiting on the Council 
promises to build houses in 
Newcastle! 

Finally, beaten into subjec- 
tion by the • Co. Council's 
policy of "jam to-morrow,” 
they had to forego the hope of 
living in their own village and 
were blown to the four winds 
for expediency's sake. 

I myself, of this generation, 
am not proud that 1, too, had 
to take the line of least 
resistance for the usual 
domestic reasons and am now- 
housed away from my home 
area with deep regret. 

In recent years, we have 
seen the building of private 
houses -escalate — in all the 
secluded rural villaces. where 
there has been a singular lack 
of enthusiasm on the part of 
the Co. Council to provide 
adequate housing for native 
tenants — Newcastle included! 

It would seem to me that 
it has been decided by “higher 
authority” that Newcastle is .to 
become an exclusive residential 
area for the elite, the native- 
born people having been forced 
out . to ' bring about this 
pastoral haven. 

SEAN DOYLE 



R.U.C. BACK? 
NEVER! 


JOIN 

Irish Republican Socialist Party 


Soisialach na h-Eireann 


I.R.S.P. 


The aim of the I.R.S.P. is to establish a 
32 County Democratic Socialist 
Republic with the working class in 
control of the means of production, 
distribution and exchange. 

I want to join (^) 

I want associate membership (^) 

Ainm (Name) 


Seoladh (Ac 


4,000 I.T.T. workers 
for dole 


teastafonn ballrafocht uaim (^) 
teastafonn ballrafocht taca uaim 

Write or contact: An Runaf, I.R.S.P 

OA I Inr nar Qtront Ollhlin 


OWEST TYPE OF 
VANDALISM" 

—Says Councillor 


• THE meanest and lowest type of 
vandalism was the way Mr. 
Michael Mulqueen described the 
daubing of Mill Street Bridge 
with a slogan. 

The slogan which Mr. Mul- 
queen said had been done under 
rover of darkness, reads: "Join 
I.R.S.P.". The lettering is in 
white with the I.R.S.P. letters on 
a blue background. 

"If some people got the toueh 
of the brush themselves, then 
they would not be inclined to do 
it again". Mr. Mulqueen stated. 

Mi. Michael Guerin referred to 
the excellence of .the stonework 
on the bridge. However, he 
thought that the Council were 
taking too serious a view of the 
slogan writing. "Graffiti is a 
recognised art", he pointed out. 


In a new and sinister development of its policy of depoliticising the northern 
situation and playing down the direct involvement of British imperialism 
the British government have stepped up the recruiting and re-armament of 
the RUC. 


In addition 1,500 U.D.R. men are being 
given intensive training at a British Army 
base in Cumbria. This is the first step in a 
.pma^a f Billin a the li llg up for fu ll t i w» — 
duty. In order to give the sectarian assassins 
a completely free hand the British Army 
has withdrawn from certain strategic posts 
in Belfast. 

This policy of “depoliticisation” has 
been going on since the U.W.C. strike in 
May 1974. Once they realised their attempt 
to create an alliance between middle class 
unionists and castle catholics had failed, 
the British decided to hand over control of 
local affairs to the loyalists while retaining 
ultimate political and economic domination 
of both parts of Ireland. 

In order to achieve this Britain had to 
negotiate a truce with the Provos enabling 
it to end internment, and scale down the 
involvement of the Army. At the same time 
they launched a massive propaganda 
campaign aimed at portraying political 


prisoners as 'common criminals’ and 
re-habilitating the R.U.C. 

A further escalation of this process was 
” ' - ^HP?mRatcgory^ 


lomp vtrr 

status from political prisoners. 

The attempt to give the main brunt of 
crushing the national population to the 
RUC and UDR has two advantages for 
Britain. Firstly British public opinion will 
be largely unconcerned about the deaths 
of RUC and UDR men. 

Secondly the RUC and UDR can 
collaborate more openly with sectarian 
forces without Britain having to accept 
full responsibility for their actions. 

In the present situation the most urgent 
task facing the nationalist population is the 
creation of defence committees to resist 
attacks by British and sectarian forces. 

At the same time it is necessary to maintain 
direct pressure on the British for the total 
withdrawal of their political military 
presence. 


Over 4,000 Irish workers, employees of 
Standard Telephone and Cables (S.T.C.) 
are m danger of losing their jobs, S.T.C. 
is a subsidiary of International Telephone 
and Telegraph (I. T. T. ), the multi-national 
conglomerate which assisted the C.I.A. , 
in overthrowing the democratically 
elected Government of Chile in 1973. 

The workers involved are employed at STC 
factories in Enniskillen. Newtownabbey and 
Larne. The redundancies arise out of a decision 
of I. T. T. to concentrate their activities on 
mainland Europe. Initially the company intended 
to cut the number of their employees in the 
6 Cos. from 4.300 to 2.800 hut Utter it was 
revealed that the company intends to move out 
of the country altogether. 

The decision to lay off the men has been 
strongly attacked by the factory works committees. 
When faced with total opposition from the work 
force, the company offered to reduce the number 
of those to be laid off. hut this deal, was rejected 
by the workers. 

When asked fora comment by the 


STARR Y PLOUGH, a spokesman for the works 
committee said : 

“The situation is the direct result of L T. T. 's 
decision to concentrate its activities on mainland 
Europe. This international giant has been in 
operation here for 1 4 years, bringing to the region 
30 year old machinery and taking advantage o) 
the lucrative grants provided as incentives. The 
STC workers arc now wondering about the 
wisdom of basing the economy on peripheral 
branches of international conglomerates, which 
are without loyalty to any people. ” 

In addition to the vocal opposition to ITTs 
actions the workers arc said to he preparing to 
back up their words by direct action One factory 
militant suggested that they were prepared to 
take over the factory if needs be. “If the Reg 
Armstrong workers could do it . . . then so can 
we", he commented. 

Certainly the workers are to he congratulated 
on the united stand they arc taking against ITT. 
The danger now facing them is that ITT will 
attempt to play one section of the workers off 
against the other. A strategy, which if successful, 
would have disastrous consequences. 


CONRADH PROTEST 

CONRADH na Gaeilge has written to the 
Minister for Justice and to the Commissioner of 
the Gardai, to protest strongly against the 
treatment meted out to Cathal O Cionnaith, a 
member of An Conradh on April 7 while being 
questioned by Gardai. 

HE was both beaten and ...suited because he was 
using the first official language of the State. 
Conradh na Gaeilge has called for disciplinary 
action against those responsible for this brutal 


COST OF COSGRAVE'S SPEECH 

There has been a lot of controversy over 
Cosgrave's speech in America recently and 
especially over his sudden discovery that a few 
thousand jobs were to be provided in Ireland. 
Many of these jobs were common knowledge long 
before Cosgrave ever went to the States. 

Whatever about the cost of the actual trip and 
all the trappings involved, we have reliable 
information that £1,500 was paid from public 
funds for Cosgrave's speech alone! 



POLITICAL 


STATUS 


‘PHASE -OUT’ 


TO FAIL 

The attempts by the British government 
to phase out political status are now 
common knowledge and the importance of 
political status was highlighted recently 
by the killing of two prison officials and 
the wounding of a third. Despite the hopes 
of the British government that their plans 
would be accepted because of minor 
concessions it has now become clear that 
they face tough opposition. 

The removal of political status from all political 
prisoners sentenced from fifarchlst last is an 
attempt by the British government to influence 
public opinion against their political enemies. 

Up to March the British government publicly 
accepted that those they were jailing were being 
jailed because of their political activities. 

Naturally this was not in their favour. But calling 
political prisoners "criminals" cannot hide the 
fact that they ARE political prisoners. 

If the British government is successful in 
implementing the change it will mean severe 
hardship for political prisoners. Their visits, letters, 
food parcels etc: will be severely restricted. 

Also they will be forced to end their communal 
living in the nissdh huts of Long Kesh, to be locked 
up most of the day in individual cells. 

Britain afraid to admit political 
opposition 

But the actual hardship of the loss of political 
status is not the main point of contention. Phasing 
out political status fr a political d.ei.ion Which 
attempts to portray the views, actions and 
opposition to British plans in the North a- 
'criminar. Political prisoners, realising this, are 
determined to oppose the change as they know 
that their incarceration is due to their political 
views and their opposition to British imperialism 
in Ireland. Britain, when it granted political 
status, acknowledged the fact that there was a 
political struggle going on in the north. They 
realised the harm this was doing to their plans, 
particularly in relation to foreign support. There is 
little explaining to do if they portray the struggle 
in the North as one between the government 
and mere criminals. 

Not that changing labels actually alters the 
concrete facts obvious to most, that there is a 
struggle between those who support and 
implement the imperialist plans of Britain and 
those who oppose such plans as they struggle for 
national liberation and socialism. 

The right of political status is thus seen by the 
British government and political prisoners as an 
important political question and as such will be 
fiercely defended by political prisoners. Despite 
British imperialism's determination to end it, it 
seems unlikely that they will succeed, as a political 
prisoner, because of his political awareness, 
realises he has nothing to lose by opposing the 
phasing out of political status and all to gain by 
its retention. 

There are 90 political prisoners in Long Kesh 
who are either members or supporters of 
the I.R.S.P. Last month, as part of their 
campaign against the phasing out of political 
status they refused all prison food and 
sustained themselves only by food parcels 
from relatives. They are determined to resist 
this latest British trick to create hardship 
and to discredit those involved in the 
struggle for national liberation and socialism 
and naturally, have the full support of the 
Irish Republican Socialist Party. 


support them now 


You can support IRSP political prisoners 
and supporters incarcerated in Long Kesh, 
Portlaoise and Crumlin Rd. Jails by buying 
their handcrafts and by making donations, 
no matter how small, for their dependents. 

Leather walle ts £3; Leather wallets 
cum purses £4.00; Leather Belts £5; Leather 
Handbags £15; Coloured Wooden Plaques 
£2.50; Large Wooden Harps £25. 

These items are ideal for raffles at socials 
and ballad sessions. 
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CALL FOR WATCHDOG GROUP 

A meeting in UCD held under the auspices of the 
Students Union was attended by over 150 on 
April 30th last. Amongst those speaking were 
Kadar Asmal. Seamus Sorohan. Anthony Walsh, 
Vincent Browne, Betty Purcell, Ronnie Bunting 
and Seamus Costello. A motion calling for the 
formation of a group in UCD to campaign against 
the erosion of civil liberties was passed. 

PARIS GROUP PLEDGES SUPPORT 

The Paris-based COMITE IRLANDE (Ireland 
Committee) sent a protest letter to the Irish 
embassy in Paris calling the Irish Government 
hypocrites for taking the British Government to 
the Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg over 
tortures in the North while they carried out similar 
tortures in the 26 counties. They were protesting 
at the harassment, intimidation and the physical 
and mental torture of IRSP members and 
supporters throughout the 26 Counties recently. 

Similar protest letters were also sent by support 
groups in Belgium, Switzerland, Holland, London. 


public inquiry call 

A highly successful meeting on police brutality 
and torture was held in UCD Belfield on 
Wednesday 14 April, under the auspices of the 
Students Union. The meeting was attended by 
300-400 students and was addressed by 
Charley McNally (President Elect UCD Students 
Union) John Daly (Education Officer Union of 
Students in Ireland), .Anthony Walsh (Association 
for Legal Justice), Michael Connelly (A.L.J.) and 
Ite Ni Chionnaith (Ard Comhairle IRSP and 
member of the central council UCD Students 
Union). 

The speakers stressed the general erosion of 
civil liberties through the use of legislation 
such as the Offence Against the State Act, the 
proposed Criminal Law Jurisdiction Bill and the 
new legislation being brought against certain 
members of the legal profession prohibiting them 
from seeing their own clients. The meeting, 
however, centred around the torture of IRSP 
members who had been severely abused the prev- 
ious w eek while being detained under section 30 
of the Offences Against the State Act. 

Two motions were passed unanimously by 
the meeting - the first calling on the Students 
Union to initiate a campaign on the issue of civil 
liberties and the second calling for an immediate 
impartial public enquiry into the brutalities. 

-E EIIIIONS __ 

* A petition was signed" by tile mcmberVot' thT 
executive of the UCD STUDENTS UNION calling 
for an impartial public enquiry into the brutalities 
inflicted on IRSP members. 

* A petition was signed by many PROFESSORS 
AND LECTURERS in UCD stating that they 
viewed the “serious injuries allegedly inflicted on 
members of a registered political party held 
under the Offences Against the State Act as a 
matter of grave public concern." They called for 
an impartial public enquiry to ascertain the 

full facts. 


'we’ll smash irsp’ 
— branch 


MOST PEOPLE ARF. AWARE OF ALLEGATIONS OF TORTURE THAT 
HAVE BEEN LEVELLED BY THE IRSP AT THE GOVERNMENT AND 
THE SPECIAL BRANCH. VARIOUS PICKETS, PRESS CONFERENCES 
AND PUBLIC MEETINGS TOOK PLACE DURING AND IMMEDIATELY 
AFTER THE ARREST OF APPROXIMATELY 40 PEOPLE BY THE 
SPECIAL BRANCH BUT RECEIVED SCANT ATTENTION IN THE 
MEDIA. ALTHOUGH IRSP MEMBERS AND SUPPORTERS HAVE BEEN 
SUBJECTED TO ARRESTS AND HARASSMENT SINCE ITS FORMATION 
IN DECEMBER 1974, THE RECENT TORTURES ARE PARTICULARLY 
OMINOUS AS THE BRANCH HAVE MANAGED TO IMPLICATE IRSP 
MEMBERS AND SUPPORTERS IN A SERIOUS OFFENCE WHICH COULD 
RESULT IN THEIR SERVING UP TO 14 YEARS FOR SOMETHING 
THEY HAD NO KNOWLEDGE NOR PART IN. THE BRANCH BOASTED | 
THAT THEY WOULD "SMASH THE IRSP" AND THAT THEY HAD 
"THE AUTHORITY TO DO WHAT WE LIKE ONCE WE GET SIGNED 
STATEMENTS". WHAT HAPPENED TO THE IRSP COULD HAPPEN TO 
ANY OTHER PRESSURE GROUP OR POLITICAL PARTY AND IT IS 
THEREFORE IMPERATIVE THAT THE GOVERNMENT'S ACTIONS BE 
FULLY EXPOSED AND MOVES INITIATED TO ENSURE THAT THEY 
DO NOT OCCUR AGAIN. 



During the period from Monday 5/4/’76 to Friday 9/4/’76 a total of 40 people were arrested under Sectior 
of the Offences Against the State Act. Of the 40people arrested, 34 were either members or supporters of 
IRSP. One is a member of Sinn Fein, Kevin Street and a brother of an IRSP member. One is a member of 
the RMG and a sister of an IRSP member. The other 4 people have no connections with any party. 20 arr 
took place in the Dublin and Wicklow area, one in Co. Monaghan and 4 in Co. Limerick. 

In most cases the homes of those arrested were raided and searched by armed groups of Special Branch i 
Nothing of an illegal or incriminating nature was found in any of the raids, however a large quantity of IR 
documents and personal effects were seized. The property seized included two motor cars, a large quantity 
clothing, personal documents and photographs etc. In some cases, the homes concerned were left in a state 
total disorder, with furniture and property thrown about the floor. No receipts were given for any of the 
property seized and some of it has not yet been returned to its rightful owners. 

Our office at 34 Upper Gardiner Street. Dublin 1 was also raided on Monday 5/4/’76 by a group of Spe 
Rranm iviiH) wh m min ui - tmi ' H i r im n i i in-. niiiix jmmnn^^unTicm bcrs. Th e raid was carried out in 
absence of any party member and during the course of it a quantity of clothing was seized. Documents am 
party files were also interfered with and we are still attempting to compile a list of any documents which 1 
seized. No search warrant was ever produced for this raid and no receipts were issued for the property take 
The Special Branch remained in the office all day and arrested the Editor of the Starry Plough at the offic 


when he arrived for work. 


belgian lawyer to 
expose gardai 

According to an article in Wigmore in the Sunday 
Independent a Belgain lawyer "of some distinction 
has been in Dublin and Cork during the week 
gathering information for the case of 'degrading 
and inhuman treatment of prisoners against the 
Irish Government being prepared by an 
international organisation". 

The article continues with comments by one 
of the Gardai's interrogation squad. In his 
statements he makes it quite clear that the squad 
operates outside the law. "Our job is to find out 
the truth ... we know they are guilty ... the 
courts are too lenient . . . evidence must be 
produced for the courts and often it is not there 
. . . there is no use treating them with kid gloves 
. . . they were treated in the only way they 
understand ... we are not ashamed ..." 

In some way these comments explain why 
members of the IRSP were subjected to inhuman 
and degrading treatment and actually tortured 
to implicate them in an offence in which they 
had no part, an offence in which there was no 
evidence that they were involved, and an offence 
that was committed during a period in which 
all those arrested could account for their 
movements and actually did so. Although it is 
the job of the courts to determine whether 
suspects are guilty or not the gardai believe it is 
theirs. If the evidence is not there, they fabricate it. 

* 

LIBERTIES MUST BE MAINTAINED 

Thirty five members of the teaching staff of 
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE, GALWAY, have signed 
a petition calling for a public inquiry into 
allegations of misconduct by "servants of the 
state" towards people in custody. 

Part of their statement reads "... public 
confidence is further eroded by the unwillingness 
of the government to rely on the traditional legal 
processes of a State which upholds the rights 
of citizens. 

"We consider that the essential liberties of a 
democracy must be maintained." 


‘BATONED MY EARS 
UNTIL I WAS DEAF’ 


Apart from the psychological torture 
inflicted on all 26 prisoners, 15 were also 
subjected to physical torture of a most 
barbaric nature. The physical torture 
consisted of: 

1. LOSS OF SLEEP. One prisoner got 
approximately 5 hours sleep during his 43 
hours of detention. When he was not being 
interrogated he was left without 
bedclothes in his cell and was constantly 
threatened by detectives shouting through 
the cell door. This deliberate denial of 
sleep was designed to confuse and 
disorientate the prisoners and make them 
physically and mentally exhausted. 

2. DENIAL OF FOOD. Some prisoners 
were denied food or water for periods as 
long as 24 hours. One prisoner had to 
eventually beg for a cup of water. 

INJURIES 

All 15 prisoners were subjected to physical 
brutality. They were repeatedly beaten 
with batons or rubber truncheons on the 
head, arms, legs, stomach and back. Their 
feet were constantly stamped upon. They 
were also punched and kicked repeatedly. 
Some of them were handcuffed and put 
on the ground with their feet forced between 
their arms and beaten and kicked in this 
position. Some people were spreadeagled 
against walls and constantly beaten in this 
position. Their feet were kicked from under 


them and when they fell to the ground 
they were again beaten and kicked and hit 
with chairs. Others were slammed against 
items of office furniture such as filing 
cabinets and tables. Some people were 
stripped naked during the beating process 
and others were partially stripped. One man 
was told that he would be strapped to a 
special chair and that his genitals would be 
beaten with a rubber hammer until he 
“confessed”. At least one prisoner was 
told that he would receive electric shock 



torture and that the police no\ 
law under which they could d 
for 7 days instead of 48 hours 
prisoner was spreadeagled on i 
his arms forced up behind his 
his head pulled back. He was s 
beaten while in this position. r 
were beaten with leather belts 
one was repeatedly slashed aci 
and chest with a sharp object, 
wire brush or sand paper. Ano 
beaten in his cell by two men 
identified to him by the Spec! 
as the train driver and guard. £ 
had lumps of hair pulled from 
during the course of their beat 
prisoners were also lifted bodil 
ground by their ears. Attempt: 
to choke some prisoners and o 
was rendered unconscious on 1 
He was then revived and the b< 
continued. Prisoners were repe 
on the ears. In somej:ases the 
so severe that they suffered in; 
from the ears. They also suffei 
loss of hearing and a host of in 
The following injuries were 
as a result of the torture. 

1. Severe bruising to the back: 
stomach and heads. 

2. Severe damage to the ears. 

3. Partial loss of hearing 

4. Eyesight damaged in one cs 
was in custody until recently i 
access to an eye specialist whii 
recommended by his doctor. 

5. At least 6 people are still re 
medical treatment as a result c 
and nervous disorders caused l 
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kildare six 

defence 

fund 


SIX PEOPLE HAVE BEEN CHARGED 
with offences relating to the train robbery 
in Co. Kildare on the basis of four 
statements allegedly made by four of the 
six charged. All had been tortured and 
one hospitalised following the tortures. 

About £30,000 is needed to provide 
adequate defence for the innocent men. 
Donations should be sent to the 
KILDARE SIX Defence Fund 

34 Upper Gardiner Street, 

Dublin 1. All donations will be acknowledged. 
DONATIONS SHOULD BE SENT BY 
REGISTERED MAIL 


«SALLINS MURDERS 
the frame 
that failed 


At this stage we would like to give an 
outline of the background which led 
to the current wave of torture and 
barbarism. Ever since the formation 
of the IRSP some 16 months ago, our 
members in all parts of the country 
have been subjected to harassment 
from the authorities. The most 
common fonns of harassment to date 
have been the raiding or searching of 
members homes and the unlawful 
seizure of party documents and copies 
of the party newspaper, the Starry 
Plough. The most significant 
escalation in harassment took place 
la s t lime , when np pi uAiiua relv 12 of 

our members were arrested in the 
Dublin area allegedly in connection 
with the Salims murder. 
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When they were found to be totally 
innocent people they were all released. 
However, the government with the active 
assistance of the media, managed to convey 
the impression that the IRSP had some 
connection with the incident. When it was 
subsequently discovered that the Miami 
Showband killers were also responsible for 
the Sallins murder, the media chose to 
ignore the opportunity of rectifying the 
damage which they had caused. Since last 
June all of the normal or abnormal forms of 
harassment have continued despite repeated, 
protest by our members. The object of 
the harassment is undoubtedly to prevent 
the IRSP from pursuing its lawful and 
legitimate function as a legally registered 
political party. Having failed in their 
attempts to smash the party, Cosgrave and 
Cooney have now resorted to the lowest 
form of inhuman barbarism in keeping 
with the traditions laid down by their 
political ancestors of the Oriel House 
murder gang in 1922/23. 

We call upon all radical and progressive 
organisations to raise the voice in protest 
at this outrage. 

* 

GERMAN SUPPORT 

The WEST GERM AN-IREL AND SOLIDARITY 
COMMITTEE sent a telegram to the Irish 
government stating they were concerned at the 
recent torture of IRSP members and supporters 
last month and warned the government that 
the full facts would be publicised throughout 
Germany at May Day parades. They warned in 
the case of any further erosion of Civil Liberties 
that they would initiate a campaign to expose 
the Irish Government in Europe by picketing 
Government buildings, Bord Failte and Aer Lingus 
offices and by other protests. The telegram was 
signed by THE WEST GERMAN IRELAND 
SOLIDARITY COMMITTEE; PERSIAN STUDENTS 
COMMITTEE: FRAP SPANISH RESISTANCE; 

MIR COMMITTEE; PALESTINE COMMITTEE; 
and the FRANKFURT branch of the STEWARDS 
OF POST & PRINTING. 



*we’ll put your son 

INTO AN INSTITUTION’ 
SAID BRANCH 


- All nf the ' pu ' i- ' l i i ii. I 'e T te d mu ,ul ' |ukd " ff 
very severe psychological pressure in an 
attempt to obtain admissions of guilt in 
connection with the recent train robbery 
in Co. Kildare. Three of the people who 
were subjected to this pressure are in fact 
defence witnesses in the forthcoming trial. 

The following pressures were applied to 
the arrested: 


1 1 . Some prisoners were also told that 
they would lose their jobs as a result of 
their arrest. 

1 2. Some were also threatened with death 
and one man was taken to a lonely area 
near Bray, where a Special Branch man 
name Michael Egan offered him a pistol. 
This was a particularly sinister incident, 
as other armed Special Branch men were 
concealed in the vicinity waiting to 
shoot him if he had taken the pistol in 
his hand. 

13. Some prisoners were told that rumours 
would be spread to the effect that they 
were informers and that their own 
“crowd” would shoot them as a result. 

14. Large sums of money were offered 

on condition that people would become 
informers and one man was told that if 
he could locate the money from the 
train he could keep a large amount of 
it for himself and that nobody would 
ever know as banks and post offices 
“often make mistakes”. 

1 5. Some of those who signed statements 
were afterwards told that they would be 
freed and that no further action would 
be taken if they agreed to act as 
informers. 

The psychological torture described here 
was in some cases maintained for periods 
as long as 13 hours without a break. The 
detectives operated in teams of 2 or 4 men 
at each session and the threats were 
usually accompanied by foul language and 
threats of physical torture. The purpose of 
this particular form of interrogation was to 
convince the prisoners that they were 
totally isolated, that nobody cared what 
was happening to them and that the police 
had the power to do what they liked and 
were not subject to any form of restraint 
in their actions. They constantly made it 
clear that they were under extreme pressure 
from their superiors and they had “to get 
someone for this job”. They also tried to 
convey to the prisoners that they and their 
families were the “lowest form of animal 
l ife" a nd that nobody cared what happened 
to them. It should be emphasised that all 
of the people arrested were subjected to 
the treatment outlined and in some cases 
are currently receiving medical attention 
for nervous disorders arising from their 
experiences. 



1. The police refused to notify people of 
which specific offence they were 
allegedly involved in. 

2. They refused to notify families, friends 
or solicitors that the arrests had taken 
place. 

3. People were refused visits from their 
families and legal advisors when they 
eventually discovered the various places 
of detention. 

4. People were constantly moved from one 
detention centre to another in a 
deliberate attempt to isolate the detainees 
from their legal advisors. 

5. They were threatened with repeated 
arrests under Section 30 of the Offences 
Against the State Act if they refused to 
‘confess’ or if they took legal action as 

a result of the torture inflicted. 

6. In some cases they were told that their 
wives would be also arrested and their 
children put into an institution. 

7. In one case a girl was told that she 
would be detained until her boy friend 
was arrested, and was, in fact, detained 
in her flat for about two hours. 

8. Prisoners were told that they would be 
committed to Dundrum mental hospital 
and certified as insane. 

9. They were also told that members of 
their families had heart attacks as a result 
of the arrest of family members. 

10. One man was told that his grandmother 
had a heart attack as a result of a raid by 
the British Army on his home in South 
Derry and that if he did not confess 
before 5 p.m. his home would be raided 
again and his grandmother would die as 
a result of it. 


hospitalised 

IRSP MEMBERS WERE ALSO 
ARRESTED AND ASSAULTED 
IN CORK AND CO. CARLOW 
RESULTING IN THE HOSPITAL 
ISATION OF NOEL DOYLE A 
NATIVE OF RATHOE, 

CO. CARLOW. 



12 IRSP MEN 
SUE STATE 

The Association for Legal Justice 

has agreed to pay costs incurred by 
IRSP members and supporters 
who wish to take legal action 
against the state. At the same time 
they stress that they are willing 
to help in relation to taking 
similar actions because of false 
imprisonment, assault etc. At a 
press conference recently they cited 
the case of assaults on itinerants 
by the Gardai and the assault of a 
pregnant woman from Ballymun, 
also by gardai. As we go to Press 
over 12 IRSP members are initiating 
civil proceedings against the State. 
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# The Dublin IRSP parade winds its way to Glasnevin Cemetary 


On Easter Sunday the Dublin Comhairle Ceanntair of the I.R.S.P. held a parade to 
commemorate the 1916 rising. Headed by a pipe band and colour party the well attended 
parade marched from the G.P.O. to the Republican monument in Glasnevin. 


1,000 at; may 
day rally 


At the graveside a minutes silence was Criminal Law Jurisdiction Bill, the 
observed in memory of all those killed change in prison rules, the brutal prison 
in the struggle for national liberation conditions in Portlaoise, the 


since 1916. The cathaoirleach Ite Ni 
Cionnaith said that the past fortnight 
had seen a determined effort by the 
Free State police to smash the I.R.S.P. 
and drive it underground. But the 
party was determined to continue all 
its activities in spite of torture, 
intimidation and threats. 

In an oration Seamus Costello said 


collaboration between the S.A.S. and 
the Gardai Special Branch and the 
torture of I.R.S.P. members as 
evidence of the growing collaboration 
between Britain and the Free State. 

Britain had once again failed to 
impose a solution through the 
Convention and the only 'option was 
for her to announce a total withdrawal 


that 1976 presented great opportunities of its political and military presence 
for revolutionary development in from Ireland. 

Ireland. However at a time when the North and South the I.R.S.P. would 
right-wing was united in its efforts to continue to agitate and organise 

smash the anti-imperialist resistance, until it had attained its objective of a 
there was a desperate lack of leadership 32 county democratic socialist 
on the anti-imperialist side. republic, he said. 

He pointed to the passage of the 


1976 


inagh commemoration 


A well attended blaster Commemoration was held in Inagh, Co. Clare by the North Munster 
Comhairle Ceanntair. The intended speaker was Osgur Breatnacli who was arrested and 
incarcerated in Portlaoise during the campaign of harrassment by the Special Branch the 
previous fortnight. These arrests and subsequent tortures severely disrupted Easter 
Commemorations planned by the I.R.S.P. throughout the 32 counties. 

The Inagh commemoration survived a further sabotage attempt by about 25 members 
QT u ’/;■ . arrived ' unannoun ced, at the exact time of 

the pre-arranged'IRSP commemoration. . . . 


From left to right: Miriam Daly, Belfast lecturer, Nial Lenoach and Seamus Costello IRSP 
and Padraig O Snodaigh, Conradh na Gaeilge, speaking at UCD meeting. 


* 1916 -UNITY INACTION 


Speaking at a 1916 commemoration 
meeting in U.C.D. on April 8th last, Padraig 
O’Snodaigh, Uachtaran Conradh na Gaeilge, 
said that the 26 county government was 
trying to play down the significance of 1916 
and all it stood for. 1916 had been 
denounced because of the violence involved 
but it was a fact that the level of violence 
used by any oppressed nation depended on 
the level of violence used by the oppressor. 
NIAL LENOACH, a member of the 
U.C.D. CUMANN OF THE IRSP, quoted 
Connolly’s statement before his execution; 
“It is the socialists who will never understand 
why I am here". Unfortunately many 
socialists have no better understanding of 
the national question today than their 
predecessors had in 1916, he continued. 

They tried to portray the northern struggle 
as the isolated action of a handful of 
militarists, completely ignoring the role 
• of popular support. Similarly the 1916 rising 
was not isolated military adventure but 
the culmination of years of political struggle 
by the labour and national movements. 


MIRIAM DALY, a LECTURER IN 
ECONOMIC HISTORY AT BELFAST 
UNIVERSITY, said that to commemorate 
1916 had become an act of defiance 
because all the Free State parties were 
committed to upholding partition. The 
reason why the Free State found it 
•necessary to denigrate 1916 was that the 
justification used by the leaders of 1916 
for taking up arms applied with equal force 
to the oppressed minority in the 6 counties. 
SEAMUS COSTELLO. CATHAOIRLEACH 
OF THE IRSP. said that the 1916 rising 
had been a turning point in Irish history 
because it represented the unity in action 
of two important political traditions, the 
tradition of militant nationalism 
represented by the I.R.B. and the tradition 
of militant labour represented by Connolly. 
He re-iterated the IRSP commiimctit to 
uniting all anti-imperialist forces against 
the common enemy. 

Over two hundred people attended the 
meetin. 


May Day is the day workers celebrate 
internationally. In Ireland, particular 1 ” 
workers had little to celebrate. 
Approximately 200,000 are without 
work, health and other services are 
being cut, inflation makes a mockery 
of the figures on wage packets, 
shopping is practically a nightmare, 
women still suffer discrimination, 
civil liberties are being eroded, the 
decimation of our culture continues, 
evictions continue to be the authorities 
answer to the effects of lack of 
housing, large ranchers swallow up 
small holdings driving their former 
occupiers off the land, and workers 
continue to suffer mutilations, torture 
and death, particularly in the North. 
Yet there is tremendous wealth in Ireland 
which the workers themselves produce. We 
have some of the richest mineral oil and 
gas deposits in Europe and even the world, 
here in Ireland. Hbuses and lands are there 
but kept vacant by speculators. There is 
irrefutable evidence that the Irish people 
still understand, basically, the need for 
preserving their culture and their own 
identity. Despite the carnage and confusion 
caused by British Imperialism, not only 
in the North but in the South (Dublin 
and Monaghan bombs and kidnappings) 
there is still support for the struggle for 
national liberation. There is a growing 
awareness that workers need not only a 
'say' in running the economy but complete 
control of it to provide a decent standard 
of living for the Irish people. Workers are 
beginning to realise that there is no earthly 


reason why they should pay for an 
economic crisis they did not create. 

Inflation can be controlled and eroded but 
only if the working class control the wealth of 
this country. Then they can plan the economy 
to provide the needs of the Irish people: homes, 
jobs, education lor all. peace, adequate health 
and other services such as transport etc. It is 
workers who build roads, cars, houses, hospitals 
and universities, yet they cannot afford to use 
them. It is workers who produce the products of 
industry yet they have no say in what to produce 
or in its use. On top of all that they arc miserably 
paid for their sweat and labour. 

As workers attempt to remedy this, their rights 
to organise for change are gradually removed as. 
the defenders of the State, bosses, (iardai. Army. 
Courts etc. are given more powers to keep them 
oppressed. They are threatened with continued 
British interference which is assisted by the f ree 
State government, despite the obvious participation 
of British imperialism in fermenting sectarianism, 
death and destruction, poverty and deprivation 
in Ireland. 

In spite of all this there was something to 
celebrate on May Day and that is the fact that the 
Irish people are still struggling, perhaps weakened 
by confusion and division, but nevertheless still 
struggling for national liberation and socialism 
so that on some future May Day workers may 
actually celebrate it in the fullest sense of the 
word. May Day then, will be a real holiday, a day 
to reflect on the actual ownership of their country, 
their wealth and the fact that their future will be 
in their own hands, free from the sectional, 
selfish manipulation of the profiteers of human 
sweat and misery. It is to the achievement of such 
a May Day that the IRSP is dedicated. 

Dublin Comhairle Ceanntar members attended 
the Dublin May Day Parade, attended by over 
1 .000 people although they objected to the 
sectarian organising committee who have denied 
the, IRSP any say in organising the Mav Day 
celebrations. 



FIGHT UNEMPLOYMENT 
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And you, sir.. 



ORGANISE 

FOR THE RIGHT TO WORK 


I.R.S.R 


NO TO WAGE CUTS 

“Scores of thousands of workers did not 
receive the full basic benefits of the 1974 
and 1975 national agreements because the 
employers pleaded that they could not 
pay” ... so states part of a report in one 
of the daily newspapers and is of course 
correct. Even on this basis alone workers 
should have learned that wage agreements 
only suit the employers. Yet the Trade 
Onion leadership continues to negotiate 
a Wage Agreement which can only be 
detrimental to their members. 

All National Wage Agreements to the present 
day have ensured that workers’ living conditions 
•worsened. Even those that got the full benefits 
of the ’74 & ’75 agreements found that 
inflation and rising prices ate away their meagre 
rises, on many occasions before they even got 
them. 

Wage agreements, were once a novelty. But 
when the Unions implied that they wanted no 
more of them the government threatened a 
statutory wage Agreement. Thus we see how 
workers are being slowly dragged into a situation 
where the needs of their members 
become secondary to those of the employers. 
And the problem is that the majority of the 
Trade Uniop leadership_and membership cannot 

Workers produce all the wealth of this 
country. They have little or no say in the use of 
the wealth they create, or thi running of the 
economy. Yet when the capitalist employers 
through their economic policies create a crisis 
it is the workers that are forced to suffer 
through short time, redundancies, lower wages 
and threatened wage ireezes. in all this they 
are assisted by the media. 

Workers must resist all wage agreements 
and ensure that they are free to demand and get 
the necessary wages and working conditions 
that they require. However, it must be stated that 
they can only better their living conditions 
through independent united militant action but 
never have adequate living conditions under 
capitalism. Capitalism serves private enterprise 
and the employers, to the detriment not only 
of the workers immediately involved, but society 
as a whole. Industry is geared to profit for the 
few. Socialism ensures a planned economy geared 
towards the real needs of society. 


Do you 
agree with 




“WHO FEARS to speak of Easter Week?” The question was put in huge black letters on a 
white banner paraded through Dublin streets on Sunday, April 25. and later displayed from 
scaffolding on the new building which replaces the Metropole. Official Dublin - Leinster 
House - feared to speak of Easter Week this year, never mind celebrate it. 

Although the April 25 rally was advertised and planned for months, and arrangements had been made to 
book buses and take holidays, the bosses waited until almost the last moment with their ban: the march 
and speech would be illegal, under the Offences Against the State Act, and all taking part would be liable 
to a fine of £50 or three months in jail or both. All state or semi-state workers taking part would be liable 
to be sacked and lose all pension rights. 

How little the boss class understands the Irish worker. Men and women marched that Sunday afternoon 
not only because they wanted an opportunity to honour the heroes of Easter Week, not only because they 
supported the freedom fight, not only because they rebelled against this sordid attempt to end a basic civil 
right, but to demonstrate their working class honesty. 

There could be no doubt as to the class of people who marchdd and sang and clapped that Sunday 
afternoon. There were precious few members of the middle class in their ranks and fewer still employers. 

Not even half of them were from Ulster, partitioned or un-partitioned. The Dublin accent dominated on 
the footpaths, among the ranks of the marchers, and in the huge crowd (a Garda superintendent told RTE 
it numbered 10,000 but add another 5,000 for accuracy purposes), it was the Dublin working class accent 
that was heard most. * 

Yet another worry for the quisling politicans in the coming Dublin by-election: most of those Dublin 
men and women were young and youth will decide how the poll goes, in Dublin and the east coast generally, 
for decades to come. 

Sinn Fein Kevin Street organised the march and the meeting and fair play to them for their.courage 
and principled action. But the boys and girls who marched were not by any means all. members of the 
Provisionals. Seen among the multitude were members of the Maoists, the Fourth International, the T-sbemr 
Party and. of course the Irish i«pWl CClti ’So uaffsfTar t y - and even members of Official Sinn Fein and the 
Communist Party of Ireland. 

For this was a challenge which had to be met. Not only did it show the quisling and sell-out attitude of 
the coalition government but it was also an attack on free speech. In these days of increasing repression it was 
important to stand up against the fascist machine. 

There were fighting words from the platform but only Daithi O Conaill introduced the social message, 
if briefly, when he pointed out that tire Leinster House bosses were cutting down on the working people’s 
rights in hospital and educational services and spending the money saved in guarding the border for the 
imperialist, occupying power. 

Joe Danny Gleeson from Nenagh was right to point to the imperial trick of neo-colonialism in the 
partition of Ireland but hardly accurate when he spoke of “occupicd”.and “un-occupied” Ireland, for all 
Ireland is occupied, some of it visibly, some of it, invisibly, or not so visibly. 

But the worker has only to look at the pound note in his hand and consider its rapidly decreasing value, 
tied as it is to the crashing imperial economy, to understand the reality. 

Sadly, no speaker described how Ireland is being robbed by the imperial power and its international allies 
in the most obvious hijacking of the decade, the stripping of the people’s mineral resources and shipping 
them abroad to suit the speculators of the capitalist world while unemployment at home continues to grow 
and grow. 

But the Sinn Fein President, Ruairi O Bradaigh, was unambiguous in his address, that the objective of 
1916 was the objective of 1976, a free, independent, socialist Ireland of brotherly union. 

His call to the misled, Unionist working people was in the tradition of Tone. Lalor, Jemmy Hope, 

Pearse, Connolly, Mellows: join with us in dismantling the puppet states, north and south and help us to 
build the new Ireland. We need and want you. 

The Blueshirts have got their answer, a quiet, gay, confident answer from the working people. Let them 
bring on their dogs of war. But let them beware the wrath of the risen people. 


FOR 80 

SEOSAMH O CLEIRIGH for Joe Clarke) 
was an unassuming, quiet, shy, friendly, 
working class Dubliner. But beneath the 
quietness, the shyness and the warmth, 
when he chatted with you, was the steel 
of the Fenian. 

As a Fenian he lived for 94 years, never 
compromising with anything less than 
freedom, always ready to demonstrate 
and protest against the mockeries that 
were paraded as freedom, for 80 of those 
years, more than 1 7 of them spent in 
British and Free State jails. And as a Fenian 
he died and was buried, with military 
honours. 

His funeral to Glasnevin Cemetery took place 
on Monday, April 26, and war. arranged by 
Na hUaigheanna Naisiunta. But he was 
accompanied to his last resting place by a guard 
of honour of Provisional IRA Volunteers. 
Mourners at the funeral heard a moving address 
given by Eamonn Mac Thomais. It was an easy 
relaxed, confiden: description of Joe’s 
dedicated life and o! his key role in the freedom 
struggle, for Joe was a rallying point in moments 
of doubts, confusion, indecision: always he could 
be relied upon to cut through to the truth, to 
clarify the issue, to underline the principle, to 
strengthen the nerve and the will to fight on for 
the inevitable. victory. 

Eamonn, the life-long friend of Joe, could 


YEARS HE OPPOSED IMPERIALISM 


speak of the little things that made up the 
humanity of this unassuming hero of the Battle 
of Mount Street Bridge. 

Eamonn, the historian, could talk authoritatively 
of that amazing battle, how a handful of men 
could hold an entire battalion at bay and inflict 
such heavy casualties - Eamonn estimated them 
above the official imperial figure, at about 200 - 
and keep on fighting, night and day, for a week, 
until their ammunition ran out. 

"Perhaps”, Eamonn mused, "Joe was a greater 
man than any of the Fenians, or any of the 
martyred heroes of Easter Week. For," he pointed 
out," we do not know how one or all of them 
would have stood in 1921, or 1924, or 1938, or 
1954, or 1966, or at any important moment 
in all those years.” 

"But we do know how Joe stood. We do know 
that Joe stood faithful to the Republic 
established in 1916, and backed by 70 per cent of 
the electorate of the entire Irish people in 1918. 
and in 1921, and in every year since then, this 
firm rock of the Republic, never deviating, never 
thinking even for an instant of deviating, in all 
that time, despite imprisonment, torture, 
poverty, harassment and. for many years past, 
ill-health." 

We offer our sincere condolences to his widow. 
Eilis, to her sons and daughters, (p Sinn Fein, 
of which Joe was a life-long honorary president, 
and to the Republican Movement in general. 

The IRSP was represented at the funeral by 
Michael Plunkett, General Secretary and Seamus 
Costello Cathaoirleach IRSP who laid a wreath 
on behalf of the party. 




EASTER IN 
LONG KESH 


5fc IRSP supporters parade in Long Kesh during Easter ceremony. These photos were smuggled out of Long Kesh. 




"ONE OF THE MOST CAREFULL Y PLANNED AND CLEVERL Y EXECUTED ESCAPES IN PRISON 
HISTORY" is How one newspaper described the recent escape from Long Kesh by nine IRSP members and 
snoDorters. Seven are itUi free, Maanwhrt e massiv e searches and harassment by British troops is report 
from Belfast and South Derry. ' ' 

The nine men dug their tunnel from one of the four huts in Cage 5. known as mole hi 
many tunnels have been dug from there. Despite vigilant warders the escapees dug a 40 foot tunnel 
measuring only 18" inches in diameter. The entrance to the tunnel was concealed by tiles glued to a block 
of wood. 

"YOU'RE SUPPOSED TO BE IN LONG KESH"! 


In the past there have been other escapes from j 
Long Kesh. November 1974 saw 30 Provos 
tunnel their way to the perimeter wire, only a 
few got away. One, HUGH CO NKY was 
murdered by British troops, who could have 
easily captured him. There is some fear that the 
same could happen to some of the IRSP 
escapers, particularly if they should be discovered 
by the sectarian UDR which is made up of 
cx-B Specials. In 1972 FRANCIS McGUlGAN 
walked out of Long Kesh dressed as a priest. 

JOHN F RANCIS GREEN did the exact same in 
September 1973. 

Since Long Kesh was opened in 1971, 

48 prisoners have escaped. Since they are political 
prisoners they usually continue to be active in 
opposition to British Imperialism in Ireland 
whereas if they were mere criminals they would 
presumably leave the country altogether. This 
fact accounts for the recapture of 35 of the 48 
escapers. There arc over 1200 political prisoners 
in long Kesh. 

HENRY DOGHERTY, BRENDAN MC MANUS, 
HAROLD El.YNN. (all from Belfast). GERALD 
CLANCY (Tyrone), JOHN KELLY, JOHN 
EDDY MC N1CHOL and SEXMUS O’KANE (all 
from South Derry) are still at liberty as we go to . 
press. We salute their ingenuity, courage and skill 
and hope that their freedom w ill be long and 
fruitful to the struggle against British imperialism 


Bodenstown 

Commemoration 

Sun. June 6th 
Assemble:Sallins 2pm. 


The escapers’ first problem occurred when they 
emerged from the tunnel to find that they were 
still inside the prison. But they were prepared tor 
such an eventuality. They cut through a perimeter 
barbed fence and scaled a 20 fool high wall with 
improvised grappling hooks and ropes made from 
sheets in full view of British Army observation 
towers. Then, as one British soldier put it , they 
disappeared into thin air!” 

The following morning their fellow prisoners 
refused to leave their huts to delay the discovery 
of the escape. It was only when CHARLES 
O’DOllERTY from Old Park, Belfast was caught 
by the RUC in a field eight miles away and 
checked out as routine, that the RUC discovered 
that the was supposed to be in Long Kesh! 

They immediately contacted Long Kesh 
Concentration Camp. It was only than that the 


escape was discovered. 

fhe following day GERARD STEENSON 
of West Belfast w'as recaptured on the M 1 
Motorway. The Northern Ireland Office then 
began to issue statements in an attempt to discredit 
the escape and save face. They claimed that if 
the escape had been better planned there could 
have been a mass break out. which is. of course, 
rubbish. Then they warned the public to be on 
the look out for the escapers “ some of whom are 
dangerous’’. They may be dangerous to British 
imperialism and its allies in Ireland but they arc 
the friends of the people. They arc not criminals 
but political prisoners. Of the escapers three 
were serving sentences, three were on remand 
and three were awaiting trial, all for either 
political •offences' or because ol frame-ups- 


TWO ESCAPED BEFORE 

Two of the seven men who are still free. 

'Hen' Dogherty of Rock Row Belfast and Harry 
Flynn of Springhill Avenue, Belfast, have 
escaped before and were only a few months 
in Long Kesh. Last May, while appearing in 
the Crown Court in Crumlin Road they stood 
on each others shoulders to reach the ceiling 
of their cell. They broke a hole in a skylight 
with a bench from the cell and went onto the 
roof. From there they entered the nearby 
firebrigade station and nonchalantly 
fourof them walked out the front door 
Unfortunately, the last man out didn't know 
it was intended to walk out as the escape 
was an inpromptu affair, and ran full speed 
up the Crumlin Road. The RUC saw him 
and shouted "halt", so that the other four 
scarpered up the road after their comrade with 
bullets whistling around their ears. They 
all got away. Dogherty and Flynn were 
recaptured about three months ago in Belfast 


oration ; seamus costelio 
chairman :mick piunkett 
chief marshall &. roche 


All cumainn are expected to bring 
their own banners. 

Public and other organisations 
welcome. 


EASTER IN 
PORTLAOISE 


About 30 men marched out to the centre of the 
recreation yard in Portlaoise Jail on Easter 
Sunday morning, all wearing home made paper 
lilies as the authorities would not allow any in 
and even removed them from visitors. There 
surrounded by barbed wire, warders and Free 
State soldiers (one of whom contemptously 
aimed and ‘fired’ his empty gun at the marchers) 
they stood to attention while the proclamation 
was read. A short oration was then delivered by 
Osgur Brcatnach, Editor Starry Plough. The 
speech was subsequently confiscated by the 
prison authorities and the following arc merely 
extracts from memory of the oration. 

IT IS NOT SO STRANGE that we should be 
holding our Easter commemoration surrounded 
by barbed wire for beyond the wire and the wall 
lies an island and a people incarcerated. Their 
warders are British imperialist troops and their 
native hacks. To-day we are not 9nly 
commemorating the 1916 Rising but also 60 years 
of struggle by the Irish people for control over 
their own destiny and control of the wealth they 
produce. 

WE WOULD BE FOOLISH if we did not attempt 
to learn from t he mistakes made in 60 years of 
struggle, not for mere academic reasons, but to 
ensure that" we will not repeat them in the future. 
All the lessons of struggle for national liberation 


and socialism are to be found in the Easter rising. 
Military it was a defeat but politically a victory. 

One of the main lessons of 1916 is that devoid 
of mass suiport any struggle is doomed to failure. 

It is imperative that we not only be clear in our 
own minds as to what we want but that the people 
must also understand it. 

THE UNITY between nationalists (the Irish 
Volunteers) and socialists (the Irish Citizen Army) 
worried British imperialism. Today, when British 
imperialism and its native cronies are determined 
to resist any attempts by the Irish people to 


struggle for national liberation and socialism it is 

frightening to see republicans and socialists 
divided, even to the extent that different 
commemorations are being held here in this prison. 
The unity of all radical and anti imperialist groups 
is essential and must be forged today. Tomorrow 
or the future may be too late. 

IT IS NOT WIDELY PUBLICISE D but nevertheless 
a fact that the cultural revival of the early nineteen 
hundreds played an important part in awakening 
the Irish people to the need for national liberation. 
The strength ot the cultural struggle as a weapon in 
the struggle today must not be underestimated. 
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TO ANY Of YOU who say or think "we ll do the 
fighting and let the politicians do the talking’’ I 
say to you you are fools because you have no 
guarantee that you will get what you want unless 
you insist on having your say to bring it about. 
Otherwise it is possible that you will be sold out as 
the Irish people have been sold out so many times 
before even to the present day. 

I DON’T KNOW if the screws and the Brits’ 

(f ree State Army) present arc to observe a minutes 
silence in respect lor those who have died in the 
struggle for national liberation and socialism. 

But if they are let them reflect on this: it is said 
that we differ greatly from the men of ' 1 6. that 
we are criminals while they were snow white. Yet it 
is a fact that the men of ’16 were armed 
revolutionaries who acted without an electoral 
mandate. And as you look at us remember that 
you may have chained our bodies but that our 
minds are free and in that sense we are freer men 
than you our jailers. 

AS PRISONE RS, let us realise that we are here as 
a deterrent to the Irish people not to become 
involved in the struggle. It is important that we ^ 
realise that we have a duly not onlyto ourselves 
hut to the Irish people to continue the struggle 
and to be seen to be continuing it. Let us then 
redcdicate ourselves to the struggle for national 
liberation and socialism, to a struggle that will 
ensure that the Irish people can be masters of their' 
own destiny, and control their own wealth. We 
must be as dedicated to that struggle now as we 
were the first day when we entered through the 
gates of this hell-hole called Portlaoise JaSand 
that we w ill continue the struggle until the victory 
that is possible within our lifetime. % 
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PLENTY TO DO IN ENNIS 


A CHARA, 26 CORROV1N GREEN 

Ennis, Co. Clare 

In the May issue of the STARRY PLOUGH you printed a cutting from the Clare Champion 
regarding a recent meeting of the Ennis Urban Council which showed that the councillors have little to 
discuss except the daubing of recruitment slogans on a local bridge. However, there are many serious 
problems in Ennis which need immediate attention. For instance, there is a serious drug problem in the 
town of Ennis. Some boys and girls of only 1 3 and 14 are taking drugs, which means that drugs are 
getting into the schools. While we realise why kids take to drugs (mainly due to disillusionment with 
society - and we join them in that) escapism is no answer. Instead people who are disillusioned with 
society and want change should work for that change. However, our society actively encourages the myth 
that there is nothing wrong with our society or that it has a ‘few flaws’. It instills the mistaken belief in 
people that our society (capitalism) is the most natural society and cannot be changed for the better. 

We believe it can, but only by replacing capitalism altogether, with socialism. The IRSP Cumann in Knnis 
have on several occasions warned of drug pushers who mean to capitalise on this disillusionment for 
private gain which in no way helps the youth to change society but rather teaches them acceptance of 
capitalism and falselv shows them escapism as the answer. What are the local councillors doing about this? 

The gardai should be doing something to stop this drug pushing instead of spending 

their energies harassing IRSP members. 

Then we have tne prooiem ui u*w «j itinerant lammes uving under canvas in primitive conditions or. 
the outskirts of Ennis with no sanitary conditions whatsoever. 

There are at least 1 20 homeless families in Ennis which the Council seems unable to house. Yet they 
allow vacant property to lie vacant when it could house 4 families. A large Ennis Company, G. H. 
O’Doherty Ltd. own the house in the photo. There are other similar empty houses in Ennis lying empty 
for specula tion purposes. The councillors, by their refusal to do anything about it, are therefore 
condoning speculation. 

They also seem oblivious to the unemployment problem in Ennis, which I suppose is understandable 
when one considers that they are all business men themselves. 

It is also a known fact that the Ennis Urban Council have been anti-republican and anti-socialists 
down through the years. In 1916 they called for the execution of aU the leaders of the Rising. 


James Connolly Cumann, IRSP, 
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‘confusion’ 


6 SR. FHEARCHA1R, 
BAILE ATI! A CL1ATH. 


24 Beaitaine, 1 976. 


A CHARA, 

The Article “Loyalism - there can be no 
confusion” in the Aibrean issue of your paper 
has. regrettably, created quite an amount of 
confusion itself. The article attempted to 
analyse the role of Mr. Sammy Smyth in the 
six-county situation. Two thirds of the article 
was spent, however, in attacking Conradh na 
Gaeilge for having “passed a resolution 
regretting his (Le. S. Smyth’s) death ‘as he 
understood the importance of the language 
question.” Your correspondent’s ability to 
quote from a resolution which was never even 
proposed is most extraordinary! 

At each meeting of An Coiste Gno of 
Conradh na Gaeilge sympathy is expressed 
with the relatives and friends of various people 
who have died recently. Sammy Smyth’s name 
was included in the Ust proposed at the 
meeting of March 13th. No more, no less. 

There was no resolution proposed, not to 
say passed enlogizing Smyth for his 
understanding of the language question”. 

Is mise, le meas, 

SEAN MAC MATHUNA 

RUNAI 

CONRADH NA GAEILGE 


We are glad to note that no sympathy was 
expressed to the relatives and friends of Sammy 
Smyth for his understanding of the language 
question but wonder why they were expressed 
at all The decision to include Smyth in a list 
for a sympathy vote above all the others 
‘who died recently’ means someone, thought 
Smyth should be included particularly, we 
believe, because he was a loyalist, ignoring what 
loyalism is and what Smyths politics stood for. 
which was the basis of our article ‘Loyalism - 
there can be no confusion’. 


paper by post 


The STARRY PLOUGH, published 
monthly, covers Irish economic, 
political and cultural affairs while 
also giving some foreign coverage. 

It represents the views of the Irish 
Republican Socialist Party. It has 
outlets in Europe and America as 
well as in Ireland. An annual 
subscription is available for only 
£2.20 (Ireland); £2.70 (Europe); 
and S6 (United States). 

Make sure you are getting the news 
from a republican socialist point of 
view by ordering your copies from 
34 Upper Gardiner Street, Dublin 1. 

* 

england’s Vietnam 

ONLY £2.05 - plus postage 


THART 


WArd Fheis bhriomhar a bhi in Ard Fheis na bliana seo. I dtus Mi Beaitaine a bhi si ar siul 
I agus i mBaile A tha Cliath a bhi si den chead uair le fada. Ni raibh an shut chomh mor is a 
bheifi ag suil leis. Furmhor na ndaoine a bhi ann, afach, bhi siad raidiceach go maith. 
Thuig siad cuid mhor nach bhfeadfai ceist na Gaeilge a scaruint o cheisteanna polaitiula 
eile agus go gcaithfi staid na Gaeilge a -mheas de reir an chorais ata ann. Bhi an eite dheis 
nfreisin, ar ndoigh, ach bhi siad ibhfad nios ciuine na mar a bhi blianta eile. 


Ceist amhain go raibh an-phle uirthi na ceist 


bunaithe ai 


na Gaeltachta. Le ro-fhada a bhi gluaiseacht is ga ceangal a choinneail idir muintir na 


Gaeilge scartha amach o bhun fhoinse ru 
Ghaeltacht. Ni h-ionann si 


a ra go mba choir an ghluaiseacht a bheith \Pairti Poblachtach Soisialach na hEireann. 


n nGaeltacht. Nior choir, ach 


Gaeltachta agus Gaeilgeoiri eile na tire. 

Thuig muintir an Chonartha, mar a thuigeann 


go gcaithfear Udaras Daonlathach Gaeltachta, 
le cumhachtai leathna, a bhunu laithreach, 
d’fhonn an Ghaeltacht a shlanu. 

Deineadh go leor pie freisin ar cheist na 
Teilifise. Nil ach 2% de chlaracha R. T.E. i 
nGaeilge agus caighdean an-iseal ag cuid 
sin. Thog muintir na Breataine Bige 
ceitneanna reabhloideacha chun staisiun 
teilifise i mBreatnais a bhaint amach. Ghlac 
siad seilbh ar staisiuin teilifise, scrios siad 
treallamh, dhiultaigh siad ceadunais teilifise 
a ioc agus araile. Cuireadh go leor daoine i 
bpriosun agus bhi an t-uafas leirsithe ann. 

Ce nach ann do go foill ta a n-eileamh. 


CONTENTS 

1. Falls Road Taximan 8. Crossmaglen 

2. The Internee 9. Jesus & Jesse 

3. England's Vietnam 10. Twome/s Escape 

4. Tuten Carson's Tomb 11. Princess Anne 

5. The Freedom Fighter 12. Multi-Storey 

6. Paddy Reilly 13. The Island Men ' 

7. Leaving ot Belfast 14. Bloody Sunday 

All songs are original and portray many aspects 
of Northern Ireland day to day life under the 
heel of British Imperialism, from the fight for 
national liberation, the struggle for better 
housing and jobs through to Internment and the 
massacre of Bloody Sunday. 


Coiste Gn<5 Chonradh tn Gaelic ’76-’77. Ta' Uachtaran an Chonartha, Pairaig 6 Snodaigh, ma shu'sa 
line tosaigh an ceathru duine ochll. 


staisiun Breatnaise, geallta doibh agus an 
obair bhunaidh ar siul. 

Nil feachtas chomh leathan na chomh 
reabhloideach sin i geeist ag an gConradh. 
Beidh timpeall ochtar os comhair na vuirte i 
mBaile A tha Cliath an mhi seo chugainn 
faoi gur dhiultaigh siad ceadunas teilifise a 
ioc. Is tus e ach ni bheidh moran mhaith ann 
muna neirionn leis an gConradh tacaiocht 
a fhail o chuid mhor Gaeilgeoiri ar an 
geeist seo. Duine amhain des na daoine a 
bheidh ag teacht os comhair na cuirte, is ball 
d’ard Chomhairle Phairti Poblachtach 
Soisialach na hEireann i. 

Deineadh go leor pie ar chearta sibhialta 
do Ghaeilgeoiri agus aontaiodh go raibh 
cearta de shior a seanadh ar Ghaeilgeoiri 
agus gur in oleas a bhi an sceal ag dul. Tugadh 
samplai de dhaoine a bhi ag iarraidh pie 
le stat-sheirbhisigh agus gardai i nGaeilge agus 
an chaoi ar bualadh daoine sa mBridewell i 
mBaile A tha Cliath le deireannas toisc go 
ndearna siad iarracht ceisteanna a fhreagairt ' 
i nGaeilge. Socraiodh bureau cearta a bhunu : 
in Ard Oifig an Chonartha agus feachtas ar 
cearta sibhialta do Ghaeilgeoiri a 
thionsenamh. Obair i seo a d’fheadfadh 
tacaiocht leathan a fhail on bpobal. Ceapann 
go leor daoine faoi lathair gur elite iad na 
Gaeilgeoiri ata de shior ag fail cunamh rialtais. 
Caithfear a leiriu doibh gur a mhalairt arfad 
ata fior. 

Ta abhar maith sa Chonradh ach bheith in 
ann e a usaid i geeart agus gluaiseacht a 
dheanamh de fein. Treor an rud is mo ata de 
dhith. Coiste Gno maith a toghadh ag an 
Ard Fheis. Ta suil agam go mbeidh siad in 

ann an treor is ga a thahairt don chuid 
eile den ghluaiseacht. A 


A 


A MAJOR BURGLARY RACKET 

organised by the British Army has been 
uncovered in Belfast and the RUC is 
‘investigating’ the allegations. Another 
bribery racket organised by British Army 
Officers has been also uncovered. 

The Burglary racket was organised 
by members of the Argyll and Sutherland 
Highlanders who recently completed a tour 
of duty in the Shankill area of Belfast. 
There they committed burglaries at night 
and with the excuse of ‘searching premises 
for letter bombs’. They had organised the 
distribution of the loot through petty 
criminals in that area. Theft by British 
soldiers while searching houses is renowned 
in the North. The bribery racket organised 
by the British Army Officers throughout 
the North concerns accepting payments 
from British soldiers in return for ‘cushy 
numbers’ in the North. 

Last year the RUC also admitted that 
they were ‘investigating’ the fabrication 
and planting of evidence by the Black 
Watch Regiment on people in the Ardoyne 
area of Belfast. To date their 
‘investagations’ have come to nothing. 

When it comes to investigations the 
British authorities are notorious. The 
most glaring example of this was the 
white-washing done on the Bloody Sunday 
massacre in Derry. The Commander of 
the Parachute Regiment later received 
the O.B.E. Whenever soldiers do appear in 
court on charges ranging from murder to 
assault and theft they are dealt with 
leniently or exonerated as the judges 
sympathise ‘with their difficult task in 



Ulster’ and as the community owe them 

a ‘debt’. It is highly unlikely that 
anything will come of these RUC 
investigations and that there will be another 
white-wash carried out.« 


ORGANISED 
LOOTING IN BELFAST 


SAS bordercrossing 
and LONG KESH 


escape 


■the connection - 


Within hours of the Great Escape from Long Kesh, 
when nine IRSP members and supporters tunnelled 
their way to freedom, the SAS were ordered to 
■-— < ;n if this meant chasing them 



loyalists 


from p.1 


^be ?n the ^rdc h f e ^ mpa,gn ^nst the nationalist population seem 

unleashecHn Cot S yalist vigilante patrok that have bee, 

the British f ' Fermana § h ' T y rone a " d Derry. It seems likely that 

ako refusedYo nnn' r ?[ US f ° ,^ P - ede the Wgilantes if ordered to do so as the 

is uwc s,rikein May 1,74 


merely cashed in on the Ulster Service 

C nmc* ~ „ . 


^ — — ocmtc The emergence of the U.S.v-. Hdl 

Corps moves to put vigilantes oh Ifiows that the fdvalisF^imfiuriftf 
patrol, for political gam and to put are impatient with the Ulsterisation 

some teeth into their ‘Action Councils programme and manipulated by 
Wh.ch d,d not rn b 0 Loyalist poUticians have decided 

onenlv tulrp tha cifnof ! am 3 


iitciu, even u uus meani cnasmg tnei 
into the 26 Counties. The SAS patrolled border 
roads inside the 26 Counties knowing that once 
the escapers crossed the border they would come 
out into the open. But things went wrong when 
two car loads of SAS men were stopped by the 
gardai who thought they were republicans. Before 
the whole affair could be hushed up it was leaked 
to the press and the Irish government had no option 
but to go ahead and bring them before the 
Special Courts. 

However when they came before the Special Courts 
they were granted bail and speedily flown across 
the border. This contrast greatly with the treatment 
of republicans who are always hampered in their 
bail applications and when granted bail have 
their movements severely restricted by being 
forced to hand over their passports and report 
twice weekly or even daily to their local garda 
station. Often republicans are on much less Serious 
charges than the SAS were. For instance the SAS 
each had a sub machine gun and pistol and were 
in plain clothes. They also carried sawn off 
shotguns, weapons which are usually associated 
with republicans. One can only surmise what they 
had intended doing before they had caught up 
with the escapers or afterwards. And the Starry 
Plough has reliably learned that the SAS men also 
had explosives iryhe cars in wliich they were 
travelling. 

The SAS are notorious for their terror 
campaigns. It is common knowledge that they are 
actively involved in the sectarian murder campaign 
Mr. P. McKenna claims he was abducted from his 
home m Co. Louth by the SAS and taken across 
the border. Peter Cleary was shot dead while 
trying to escapefrom SAS custody. He had bullet 
wounds in his chest. The body of Dundalk man 
Seamus Ludlow was found dead on the border 
and local people believe the SAS were responsible 

Meanwhile the Free State Government 
continued its collaboration with Britain by 
arresting two of the Long Kesh escapers in 
Monaghan and initiating court proceedings to have 
them extradited to the North. Meanwhile the 
other five IRSP members and supporters who 
escaped from Long Kesh are still in hiding and 
awaiting the outcome of these proceedings. It i 
believed that they cannot be extradited 
the Criminal Law Jurisdiction Bill was n 


at the time of their escape. In further moves 
of collaboration the Irish Government 
simultaneously signed documents bringing into 
law the Criminal Law Bill as Britain has 
incorporated a similar law into British law 
So murdering terrorists are allowed cross our 
Iwrders to mutilate civilians in attempts to foist 
the wishes of British imperialism on an unwilling 
Irish population, and not only have a blind 
eye turned to thenfbut when mistakenly 
apprehended, are assisted by the Irish 
Government. 

n„M- eS K ite tavoIvement of the SAS in the 
Dublin bombs and their atrocities in the North 
the Irish governments still attempts to justify 
their collusion with them. Meanwhile they 
continue their repressive measures against 
republicans and socialists. 



HANDCRAFTS 


You can support IRSP members and 
supporters incarcerated in Long Kesh by 
forwarding donations (no matter how 
small) or by buying prisoners' handcrafts 
which are ideal for raffles, ballad sessions 
and socials. 


>t Law 


LEATHER WALLETS 
LEATHER PURSES 
LEATHER BELTS 
LEATHER HANDBAGS 
LARGE WOODEN HARPS 
COLOURED WOODEN 
PLAQUES 


£3 


which did not seem to be anything 
more than wishful thinking on the 
part of Paisley and Baird. But the 
U.S.C. is no such thing and is in fact 
comprised of loyalists who are 
part time members of the ‘security 
forces’ and which are believed to be 
responsible, along with the SAS. for 
most of the sectarian killings in the 
infamous ‘murder Triangle’. 

The appearance of the Ulster 
Service Corps is ominous. It is 
comprised of ex B-Specials and part 
time U.D.R. & R.U.C. Reserve 
and members of various loyalist 
paramilitary groups such as the UVF. 
Many of these vigilante patrols 
will contain men who will carry their 
legally held guns. Ope can imagine 
what will occur when a resident of a 
nationalist area runs into one of 
such patrols. 

If the British government fail to 
stop such patrols more deaths are 
imminent. There is no reason to 
suppose that the British government 
will make any attempt to stop the 
vigilantes and in fact may welcome 
their assistance in smashing any 
resistance within the nationalist 
enclaves. It is also common 
knowledge that many members of 
the UDR have been involved in 
sectarian killings with little serious 
attempt by the British government 
to put a stop to them. It suited 
them to be assisted in terrorising 
the nationalist community who 
were bluntly told by Rees that only 
the RUC could stop such killings 
and only then with the 


openly take the situation in hand to 
force the transfer of power back to 
the loyalists more speedily. 


In the face of this there seems little 
the British Government can do unless 
it is to confront Loyalism which of 
course it cannot do if it wishes to use 
loyalism to divide workers in the 
North to maintain its control over 
the North and Ireland as a whole, 
which is its objective. 0 


£2.50 


POST OFFICE MEN 
SLAM DEPARTMENT 


THE DUN LAOGHA1RE BRANCH OF 
POST OFFICE WORKERS UNION 
recently held their A.G.M. and had some 
strong words condemning what they 
called “jackboot methods of 
supervision which strain further the 
deplorable staff relations which now 
exist”. They also condemned the 
“methods utilised by officers of the 
department which are tantamount to 
SAS operations, as they wait at the 
finishing points of the walks, in the hope of 
finding something wrong. It is also sad to 
record the present attitude of the 
department about agreements and issuing 
ultimatums.” 


Postmen in the Dun Laoghaire post 

he RUcZ? £ X s S H , t aCCePt <le ™ nd hr «“ department •» deliver 

And h . e was an increased number of telephone books. 

Despite the refusal of the Blackrock 
post office workers to support them they 
stood their ground and won. 


true to his word as the sectarian 
killings have continued week in 
week out. 




‘NO PLOT 
TO KILL 
IRISH 

PRISONERS’ 
SAYS CON 


A leading Story ia the British paper, The Sun,' 
on March 29th last told of “an amazing plot 
to hang IRA bombers in their cells by 
hardened criminals in Gar tree prison”. The 
following is a letter smuggled out of an English 
prison, which shows that not only is this 
story untrue but that every effort is made 
by both the press in England and the prison 
authorities to turn ordinary prisoners against 
political prisoners. The author of the letter 
is not named for fear of that if discovered 
he would be placed in solitary confinement 
for up to six weeks as has happened on other 
similar occasions. The letter is from a long 
term prisoner who is not Irish and who has 
not been sentenced for political offences, 
which further shows how low the British 
gutter press will sink to incite hatred 
against Irish political prisoners in Britain. 


DEAR SIR, 

THAT ARTICLE in The Sun on Monday. March 
29th, is total lies. I read it here with other 
prisoners - one of whom was in Gartree with me 
and Hugh Keeney - and we were all very angry 
and felt both frustrated and insulted: Frustrated 
because it’s things like this - when government 
officials and their functionaries in the yllow press 
can just construct poison like this and cast all of 
us in the leading roles and there's not much we 
can do about it, and this is worse when you 
realise that all the people who read The Sun 
will probably believe it . . . We feel insulted 
shamed really, because those people who fabricated 
this “sensational scoop” portray us all as stupid, 
unthinking and prejudiced, capable of colding 
sitting and planning to hang some other fellow 
prisoner (or anyone come to that ...» and so 
they put us on the level w ith them, with ail the 
cold calculating murderers who make up this 
government: THEY' hang people, they kill people, 
they sit and pass life and 35 year sentences on 


people every other day. Wasn’t it Jenkins who sat 
back, puffed his cigar, patting his ever-expanding 
gut whilst Frank Stagg slow ly got murdered by 
starvation in Wakefield Prison? 

WE HERE are all on Category A, all doing long 
sentences. So I guess we are what the Home Office 
term “hardened criminals” - we know of no 
“plot” in any jail throughout the whole country 
aimed at any prisoner, be they Irish or whatever. 
Two of us were in Gartree with Hugh Feeney, so 
we are in a position to tell you the truth: 

Hugh Feeney was well liked throughout the whole 
prison and especially among the Category A 
prisoners (that is the ‘hardened criminals’ . . . 

“the lifers and long term prisoners”). This liking 
and RESPECT started before any of us met 
Hugh Feeney because he was in the prison hospital 
for five months on hunger strike, along with his 
comrades G. Kelly and the Price Sisters, and their 
struggle was a major political issue then, involving 
a direct confrontation with Jenkins (the man 
who controls this whole f- - - ing s - - 1 house they 
call the British Prison Industry) so we were all 
extremely interested and, with Hugh in the 
Hospital so near, we began to await daily bulletins 
on his condition. 

THERE WAS a great deal of discussion about 
what we would/could do if he was left to die - 

don’t forget that just two years before we had a 
strike which lasted six weeks and culminated in a 
three day sit-out over a prisoner who had been 
beaten up in the prison hospital by the warders. 


It is extremely likely that the jail would’ve 
erupted if Hugh Feeney had been murdered. 
ANYWAY when Hugh came into circulation 
proper, after they had won their right to a transfer 
near their homes in Ireland, everyone took to 
him - he’s a nice guy, only 25, facing a lifetime 
in prison. And he was very straight, always 
humerous, he was in short a ‘model prisoner’ 
by our terms, not by the authorities. 
INCIDENTALLY it was and still is the screws 
and the authorities who hate the Irish prisoners 
(jots of screws go from Britain to Ireland and do 
a six month stint at Long Kesh and other Irish 
prisons, they return like conquering heros to 
their mates and generally try to stir up as much 
trouble as they can . When I was in Gartree we 
once found out that the Assistant Governor 
in charge of the block that Hugh was in, was 
telling new guys coming to the wing that ‘they 
should keep away from Hugh Feeney’, that he was 
“trouble” and that it wasn’t “the best way to 
start a sentence", “that association was frowned 
upon”, etc. A lot of us went down and told him 
he had better “turn it in” - of course he denied it, 
even when he was confronted with one of the 
prisoners he’d said it to. Another time I remember 
a screw called Phillingham (who just returned 
from a “spell of duty” at Long Kesh) had told a 
prisoner that “if anything happened to Feeney 
we’d turn a blind eye”. Well again everyone heard 
about this and Phillingham was so scared by all 
the cons slagging him etc. that they put him to 
work in an office over at the main gat. There 
were numerous incidents like this. 


ONLY ONCE did any prisoner show any dislike 
or anything other than ordinary friendliness and 
prison solidarity towards Hugh Feeney. That 
was the day after the Birmingham Bombs 
when one of our number made coffee during a 
break, gave us all a cup - but left Hugh out. 

We realised why, and all of us put our cups down. 
The fellow got the message and walked away. 
Later on we made more coffee, called him over, 
gave everyone a cup and offered him one. 

He took it. We talked about the Birmingham 
bombs then. We felt exactly the same, 
f - - - ing sickened, but it was not down to Hugh 
or anybody. We feel particularly vulnerable 
maybe when bombs go off which are directed 
at ordinary working class people, precisely 
because we can do absolutely nothing, not even 
a phone call to make sure it’s not our friends or 
relatives. 

But we more than anyone know what its like 
to be in prison and don’t take liberties with 
people (especially who are doing long sentences). 
Don’t believe a word of that s - - - in The Sun. 
There are people here now who never bothered 
about the Irish prisoners one way or another 
who on reading the Sun article make a point of 
publicly expressing solidarity and fellow prisoner 
spirit with them. 

FROM A LONG TERM PRISONER IN A 
BRITISH PRISON 



THIRTY 


66 YORK WAY. 

LONDON, N.I. 

DEAR SIR. 

For some years now Cabhair. the prisoner 
organisation of Gardiner Place Sinn Fein, 
has been appealing for money for the 
“NOEL JENKINSON STRASBOURG APPEAL". 
The Prisoners Aid Committee also launched a 
fund for this purpose in 1973 at a time when 
some of our members were also members of 
Clanna na h-Eireann, the branch of the Official 
Republican Movement in England. We agreed 
. share half the costs of appealing the case 
of Noel Jenkinson, wrongfully convicted for 
the Aldershot explosion carried out by the 
Official IRA in 1972 and each of us, Cabhair 
and the PAC, paid £700 for the cost of the 
transcript of the trial which was £1,400. 

In November 1974, 1 myself and another PAC 
members who were the only two PAC 
members remaining in Clann, were expelled 
after a great deal of bitter recrimination because 
of our support of prisoners belonging to 
other organisations. Since then the PAC has 
had nothing to do with Clann. Cabhair 
however promised to finance half of the 


remaining costs of the Strasbourg AppeaL 
The PAC has, since that date, a period of nearly 
18 months, borne all the costs involved 
and Cabhair has failed completely to respond 
to our requests that they meet half the cost 
of counsel’s fees. We have no means of knowing 
how much money they may have collected 
on the pretence that it was for the Strasbourg 
Appeal but as we, at Noel Jenkinson's request, 
are solely responsible for the case, we do 
know that none of this money has gone for 
the purpose for which it was donated. We have 
met all financial costs and all the work 
arising out of it, including the treatment of 
Noel Jenkinson in prison. 

A few weeks ago, after strenuous efforts on 
our part and by his friends Noel was moved 
from solitary confinement in Parkhurst where 
he had been for six months after been beaten 
up. During this period the Officials made not 
the slightest attempt to alleviate his conditions. 
When he was finally moved, however, Gann, 
without Noel’s permission, were stupid 
enough to picket Leicester prison, thus 
jeopardising his position and putting him in 
danger of being moved back to the block in 
Parkhurst. 

Recent statements show that the Officials 


are moving away from the concept of "political” 
prisoners towards the woolly and liberal idea 
of what they call “social” prisoners. It is a 
policy with which we totally disagree but the 
point is that if this is their position, they 
should have the integrity to cease cashing 
in on the name of Noel Jenkinson. 

It is clear from their attitude towards Noel 
and our work on his behalf that the Official 
Republican movement has not the slightest real 
interest in his case or its progress to Strasbourg. 
Indeed they have failed even to enquire about 
it while they continue to collect money for it. 
We do not believe in sectarianism and Noel 
has made it clear on numerous occasions, 
including a letter which was published recently, 
that he regards his position as exactly the 
same as that of all other Irish political 
prisoners in England who now total upwards 
of a hundred. We regard the prisoner policy c\f 
the Officials as being both bigoted and 
opportunist. We regard their continual appeal 
for money for the Noel Jenkinson Strasbourg 
Appeal as fraudulent and hypocritical. 

Yours etc., 

JACQUELINE KAYE 
PRISONERS AID COMMITTEE 


Limerick’s 
May Day 
mystery 
guests 

ACROSS THE WORLD WORKER* 
OF ALL COUNTRIES JOINED 
TOGETHER IN PARADES AND 
DEMONSTRATIONS TO LOUDLY 
PROCLAIM THE INTERNATIONA 
MESSAGE OF SOLIDARITY THA 
THEY WERE WORKERS (PROUD 
OF THE FACT) AND THAT THE 
WERE EXPLOITED. IN MANY 
COUNTRIES THIS WAS DONE IF 
SPITE OF OPPRESSION AS 
WORKERS RISKED THEIR LIBE1 
TO BE AS ONE WITH THEIR 
BROTHERS THROUGHOUT THE 
WORLD. 

In Limerick a group of people, including the IRSF 
came together under the chairmanship of 
“Bottom Dog” ( a local working class paper) to d< 
something to mark this special day. They 
approached the Limerick Trades Council to 
organise a commemoration who, in a rather 
embarrassed fashion, finally agreed. The show the 
put on was unique even by Irish standards. 

The foremat of the meeting was rather vague 
showing the lack of organisation, publicity etc., 
done beforehand. But as always the faithful turnei 
up at the local ITGWU Hall in Limerick. An IRSP 
member stood at the main door and sold copies 
of a pamphlet on redundancies while the rest of 
us stood around quite pleased that for the first 
time in 60 years Trade Unionists had gathered for 
such a meeting. 

The first indication of anything strange was 
when a small clique of strange looking men 
descended on the hall. After ruling out Special 
Branchmen our unofficial doorman proceeded to 
try and spread the news with his pamphlet. One 
of these well dressed people took a pamphlet 
and apologised that he had no change and said 
he would pay later. We all knew a gangster when 
we saw one. When the meeting got under way 
the chairman introduced us to our mystery guests. 

To our amazement they were from the 
Federated Union of Employers, the Chamber 
of Commerce and other such groups and were to 
address us on unemployment! The show kicked 
off with Limerick tame leftic Jim Kemmy 
speaking for the Trades Council. He proceeded 
to attack those with socialist views in the 
audience and continued with “the need for people 
to become more competitive” in effect become 
the scab labour of Europe. The employers in 
following speeches congratulated Comrade 
Kemmy on his fine speech and his “revolutionary 
ideas” on how to tackle the unemployment * 
problem. They had the same old story, of 
course, on how we-must-all-put-our-shoulders- 
to-tlie-wheel act. A very nice man from the 
Civil Service told us that he was from 
Manpower and that he did not have jobs or 
anything like that but that he had the answer 
to unemployment which should have won a prize: 
you simply stop redundancy payments to 
encourage people back to work! The fact that 
he had just told us that there were no jobs 
didn’t seem to bother him or his great plaa 

Although we argued strongly against these 
policies I don’t think we managed to convince 
our ‘masters’ pr ‘leaders’ and so the meeting 
dosed. 

Mr. Kemmy must have gone home pleased 
in the knowledge that in the next general election 
he won’t get too much opposition from the 
bosses even though he’ll be standing as a 
‘socialist’. No wonder the Special Branchman 
shook hands with him after his election to the 
City Council (he told me that himself.) 

the Union Officials went home happy that 
it did not step on anyones toes, well no 
one important anyone, just the rank and file 
trade unionists. The bosses must have gone home 
in convulsions at the whole show but to give 
them their due they were the moes most 
entitled to speak as they, after all caused 
unemployment. 

We went home with the realisation of the 
long road home. And so as May Day drew to a 
dose with the Trades Council attending mass 
at the local Church (probably praying for 
a much needed miracel) we recall that May 
Day has another meaning, that of an 
international distress signal. And so if we did not 
exactly raise the red flag over Limerick we at 
least sent up a red flare of disaster for all to 
see; the collaboration between workers’ 
leaders’ and the bosses. 

It is interesting to note that the platform 
refused to take a vote on a resolution that 
called for the meeting to adjourn to participate 
in the NIHE protest march. The meeting was 
chaired by Tom Joyce of the Limerick Trades 
Council. We were told that their refusal had 
nothing to do with the refusal of Jim Kemmy 
to participate in the march. 





Portlaoise 


the 

inside 


THE FIRST THING THAT HITS YOU when you enter Portlaoise Prison is 
the mass of barbed wire, steel plated doors, Free State soldiers, ‘screws’ and the 
drabness everywhere. You enter through two gates before you are actually in 
the prison. Then as one gate closes behind you another opens and this is 
repeated twice until you are out in the open inside the jail. However you still 
have to go through two more gates before you are thoroughly strip-searched 
and your items of clothing listed. From there you are taken to the prison doctor. 
You pass through three more gates and then you are actually inside the building 
wr.ere you are to serve your term of imprisonment. 8 

BARS, wire mesh, steel stairs and doors are everywhere. On all three landings ' 
huddled conspiratorially together, are a dozen gardai. They sit there most of the 
day, talking and reading papers, their riot helmets on one side of the chair and 
their tea flasks and sandwiches on the other. The batons are in their pockets . 1 
To relieve their boredom they pace the corridors, provocatively searching cells 
A riot, which they usually instigate, is a relief to their boredom. Then with full 
not gear, helmets, batons, shields, they batter the defenceless prisoners 
mercilessly. 

The first and second landings house the Provisionals who fought for, and won, the right 
to segregation for their members for their own security reasons. The ground floor has a 
small wing where the Officials are housed and they too remain to themselves, divorcing 
themselves from the ‘Ultra Left’ and ‘Nationalist’ neighbours with whom they are sharing in 
some rases, up to ten years, ironically for the same offences. The top landing is reserved for 
those belonging to none of the other two organisations, people who are nevertheless 
republicans and socialists and who are, in most rases, ex-members of the Officials or 
Provisionals. 


°MCE YOU have been atocated your cell you clean it out as its usually filthy. Disease is something you 
do without. Your cell measures about 14’ x 7’ and contains a small table and iron bed, mattress, 
sheets, pillow case, pillow and, if you are lucky, three blankets. Under the table is a basin with a jug, cup 
and saucer, spoon, knife and fork (all plastic), a butter dish and a small tea pot. In the corner is a chamber 
pot. You also get a coat hanger but soon find that there is nowhere to hang it on as the screws 
in one of their fits of revenge or simply to alUevate their boredom, ripped out all the fittings in the cells. 

BF ^ DE 1 THE 50 v, ELI L S fad " g other ’ aaoss a noor of mesh, are the toilets at one end and 
on the other is a table where the food is served, and behind that the showers. The toilets are kept spotless 
by the prisoners as they fear disease. But as one of the toilets is used by the screws and gardai exclusively 
and is in a filthy condition it threatens to make the prisoners war against disease a losing battle. 

The food is brought up to the table on each landing. A drum containing boiling water, was left there 
throughout the day until recently as well as bread, butter, sugar and milk so that prisoners can make 
themselves a cup of tea and a sandwich when they liked. In the last few weeks, without explanation, 
these have been removed in what prisoners believe is simply another attempt to make life harder for 
political prisoners Close to this table is a room where once a week you can try to watch a badly focused 
film m between the continual breakdowns. J 


IRISH REPUBLICAN 


VOTE FOR 

NATIONAL LIBERATION 
SOCIALIST 0 REPUBLIC 


mEh?.v A I I ? N ' C T SiStS °L W , alk J ing “ d the yard or playin 8 footba "- Prisoners are complaing, as one 
might expec t, as they are locked in at 4.30 p.m. despite the warm weather. They correctly assume that 
the refusal to .allow them to go out into the yard is calculated harassment. 

The yards are open for ‘recreation’ between I0.30am and 12.30pm - 2.30pm and 4.30pm 
THE FOOD IN PORTLAOISE, you soon discover, is atrocious. Breakfast consists of cornflakes (with the 
odd cockroach thrown in for free), milk, bread and butter, jam and cup of tea. Dinner is monotonous 
- veg. ‘meat’ and spuds. Custard is available to anyone who becomes constipated after the dinner 
Supper consists of a lump of cheese bread and butter and a cup of tea. 

DESPITE ALL I HIS REPRESSION, which is clearly meant to break the prisoner and in many cases 
his relatives, the prisoners in Portlaoise Jail manage to keep up their morale. They run their own landings 
to some extent, ensuring it is kept clear of disease and that morale is kept as high as possible by way of 
meetings, discussions, P.T. classes etc. In all this every possible attempt is made by the authorities to 
break their morale. Books for courses are interfered with and often never arrive. The craft centre is short 
of adequate materials, letters are severely and un necessarily censored and stopped altogether (prisoners 
are never told). Some periodicals are banned and deliberately delayed. Visitors are often refused entry to 
the prison despite the fact that they in many cases have travelled hundreds of miles. When visitors are 
admitted they have to wait hours to get to the visiting hut only to find that the prisoner has probably 
been waiting an hour for them. There they find they are separated by two grills that makes human 
contact impossible so that fathers cannot even embrace their children. A ‘screw’ is present taking notes 
so that no personal family problems can be discussed and the hut is often so crowded that conversation 
is difficult. Now prisoners have been told that all new visitors must first be investigated by the governor 
before they will be allowed visits. 

ONE HEARS HOW THE RIOT SQUAD called “Moonmen” because of their blue helmets) and screws 
are all too willing to initiate riots over petty reasons and lay into the defenceless prisoners. 200 lb. pressure 
hoses have been installed on every landing as a further threat The presence of Free State soldiers is 
a constant reminder of their murder of Tommy Smyth two years ago. 

Then there is the threat of solitary confinement for six months (the first three on bread and water) 

The prison authorities claim that there is no such thing as solitary as they allow the prisoner out for 
one hour a day. 

THE SCREWS PROVOCATIVELY SEARCH CELLS by removing everything from them or by pulling 
prisoners out of bed at night to ‘search’ their cell. Routine is deliberately meant to bore and depress the 
prisoners. All those connected with the Prison Authority make it quite clear that they are not on your side 
The visiting committee feels everything is dandy, while the priest feels that whatever happens. inside the 
jail is none of his business. The doctor issues pills and drugs for all and any ailment and often refuses 
x-rays when patients demand them. 

Everywhere there is barbed wire, screws and Free State soldiers (or ‘Brits’ as they are called). 

Remission is lost on the slightest excuse. (Some prisoners lost remission for putting pin ups and photos 
on their walls.). In the face of all this it is remarkable that the prisoners determination to stay unbroken 
succeeds. 

Even when one is being released, as in my case, it took them two and a half hours to pass me through 
10 gates. It only took them five minutes to pass me through those same gates on the way in. Outside I 
found my relatives had been waiting for about 4 hours. 

THERE IS RISING TENSION in Portlaoise because of the vindictive and repiessive attitude of the 
gardai and prison authorities towards the prisoners. There seems to be the intention not only of jailing 
Irish patriots and revolutionaires for very lengthy periods but to make life heU for them as they serve them. 
But then Cooney is on record as stating that “prisoners have no rights” (which is true as he sees it) and 
he acts accordingly. 


The I.R.S.P. put forward a candidate to 
contest the Dublin by - election (one of the 
two bye-elections taking place as we go 
to print. The I.R.S.P. did so to give the 
electorate of that area the opportunity of 
supporting the radical policies of the I.R.S.P. 
which differ greatly with all those put 
foward by the other candidates. 

However various obstacles, appear to have 
been put in the way of the IRSP since 
the election campaign began. For instance, 
many press releases and scripts of speeches 
by the IRSP candidate were ignored by 
various newspapers (and in some cases all 
the media), while those of other parties 
were carried. Similarly during an RTE 
current affairs programme all the other 
candidates were mentioned except the IRSP 
candidate, giving the impression that 
either there were no other candidates in 
the Dublin by - election or that the 
candidate was totally irrlevant. It was only 
following a heated phone call between 
the IRSP and RTE that this was rectified 
the following morning. 

But the campaign continued in the media. 
The Sunday World carried a report of a 
survey on the support for the various 
candidates in the Dublin by -election. 

Again only the IRSP went unmentioned. 

RTE also showed its discrimination by 
allowing the coalition parties and Fianna Fail 
to make their election speeches at the 
closest possible time to election day while 
dispensing with the IRSP over a week 
previously. 

This campaign by the media follows hard 
on the heels of the campaign by the 
secret police to smash the IRSP by 
implicating some of its members and 
supporters in a train robbery following a 


day of physical and psychological torture. 

There would also seem to be others 
alonside the gardia and the media behind 
the campaign to discredit the IRSP and 
wreck its election campaign. Following 
the first night of postering by IRSP 
members and supporters in Dublin South 
West, only a few posters remained up by 
the following afternoon. 

The IRSP contested the elections on 
particular short term demands that would 
alleviate the suffering of the Irish working 
class while at the same time pointing out 
that the only long term and final solution 
for the Irish people lay in the establishment 
of a 32 Co. Democratic Socialist Republic 
where all the resources of the I rish people 
would remain under their control, and 
be used for their interests rather than those 
of Britains and multi-national corporations. 

On unemployment, the IRSP pointed 
out that a massive injection of public 
money to create employment was necessary. 
The ICTU proposals for a £200 million 
investment in public works should be 
implemented. The finance is there if our 
vast oil, mineral and gas wealth of this 
country is nationalised. We must cease to 
allow our natural resources to leave the 
country in their raw state, depriving Irish 
workers of the resultant spin-off industries. 
The IRSP also pointed out the potential 
for developing our fishing, fishmeal and 
canning industries. 

The control of factories threatened 
by redundancies must go to the workers to 
ensure they , too, do not join our long 
dole queues. With 120,000 unemployed 
in the 26 Counties alone the government 
and Fianna Fail before them have proven 
that capitalism cannot guarantee the right 
to work. 

The growing wave of repression against 
republicans and socialists and workers 
was also stressed by the IRSP who 
castigated the Forcible Entry Act, 

Offences Against the State Act and Criminal 
Law Jurisdiction Act. But they warned 
that the unemployment situation and 
rising prices for everyday items, were facts 
that the 

suppression and that they would continue 
to expose such facts and their remedies. 

The Labour Party were attacked for 
their attempts to woe working class 
support on false promises of social and 
economic reform. Official Sinn Fein were 
accused of abandoning their position 
on the national questionsin their rush 
towards reformist solutions on every 
major political and economic issue, due 
mostly to the influence of the 
Communist Party of Ireland. 

Throughout the campaign the IRSP 
were the only party to raise the issue 
of the North. The ostritch-head-in-the-sand 
attitude adopted by all the other parties 
on the North showed clearly this lack 
of a viable solution. 

Discrimination against women in all its 
forms was attacked by thw IRSP who 
pointed out the ‘Catch-22’ situation 
women school leavers found themselves in. 
They were not entitled to unemployment 
assistance as they must first have worked 
for a specified time. This situation has 
placed a heavy burden on thousands of 
working class family budgets. The IRSP 
called for full equal pay for women and 
the repeal of all legislation which 
discriminates against them. 

The massive unemployment, bad 
housing, chronic educational, medical 
and transport services cannot be solved 
without the necessary finance and policies 
to ensure that the needs of the Irish 
working class are put before those of 
British and multi-national interests which 
capitalism supports and maintains. 

We therefore demand the abolishment 
of capitalism which has shown that it 
cannot guarantee the right to work, a 
home, education, medicine and justice to 
the working class. Instead we propose a 
new society, a democratic 32 County 
Socialist Republic which would harness 
all the wealth and resources of our nation 
to further the individual happiness and 
material prosperity so long denied the 
Irish working class. 


HAVE WE THE EXPERTISE TO RUN OUR NATURAL RESOURCES EFFICIENTLY ? 
WHO FOUND THEM ? 




Many Irish people believe in widely 
propogated myths concerning our natural 
resources. The ruling ideas in society have 
always been those of the ruling class 

because the myths are built by the 
constant insidious indoctrination of the 
ruling class ideas via the media, the 
educational system, the government of 
the day and the use of bogus ruling class 
fabrications such as ‘public opinion’ and 
the electoral system. 

A dangerous trend in recent months 
is that the present minister for 
Industry and Commerce, Justin 
Keating, has come out openly with 
a policy which both rests on and 
supports this mythology. The 
governments line on natural resources, 
as voiced through Keating, is that we 
will have to wait many years yet 
before the State comes into its own 
in natural resources exploitation 
(the word ‘nationalisation’ has not 
been used once). This is because 
our technology is ‘underdeveloped’ 
that ‘we have no capital’ etc. and 
‘must leave it to the multi-national 
companies’. 

This policy has been confirmed on many 
occasions, most notably at the signing of 
eight new exclusive petroleum exploration 
licences on March 29th last. Forty three 
blocks of 250 sq. km. each, are now 
hunting 

in Keating’s address at the ceremony he 
said “we are now on the same side. We are 
not opponents across the table anymore. 

We are co-partners. We are partners who 
are equally committed to success. 

At a public meeting in Clondalkin, 

Co. Dublin on April 23rd last, he 
reiterated the ‘poor mouth’ policy that the 
government has now adopted. Despite 
the fact that there are many mines operative 
and the exploration of gas and oil is well 
advanced, the policy can be shown to be 
false in its thinking and plunders the Irish 
people in its operations. 

Let us take some of the more common 
arguments against Nationalisation of our 
resources that exist in the public mind and 
explode the mythology behind them. 


1. The Private Companies found the 
resources and therefore have the right 
to them. 


Well first of all who exactly did find the 
Resources? 

Avoca: 

It has a history of mining and was examined 
first by Mainrai Teo, the State run mining 
company, between 1949 and 1954. 

Tynagh: 

It was the Geological Survey (government 
sponsored) which first pointed out the 
‘fault’ (the geological feature with which 
the orebody is associated). 

Navan: 

Discovered by the Soils Division of an 
Foras Taluntais. 

Bennetbridge : 

Again discovered by the Irish Geological 
Survey. 

Silvermines: 

It has a long history of mining; occurrance 
of ore recorded in 1 604 and possibly as 
early as 900 AD. 

Ballyroe: 

Recorded in 1860. 




the Navan mine have been done in Clare- 
Galway Iimerick-Tipperary, Waterford- 
Kilkenny and small ore deposits have been 
found. 

A lot of exploration work is done by 
Irish men in the pay of large companies. 
There is no reason why either geologists, 
engineers or miners should not function 
equally well in a new nationalisted context. 

There is at present no shortage of 
geologists or engineers to work on mining 
or oil operations. In fact, for some years 
now, there has been -a glut of them, so 
much so that companies even here in 
Ireland can demand in job advertisements 
only those with first class honours degrees 
and several years experience, and they 
get them. 

Oil companies merely extract and market 
oil and gas. For exploration and drilling 
work they hire the services of international 
companies specialising in this work. A 
state run oil industry could also hire such 
experts, as in the case of Algeria. 

There is no doubt that the expertise is 
present in bodies like An Foras Taluntais, 
the Geological Survey, theE.S.B.etc. but it 
is in a backwater in respect to natural 
resources because the ruling class is bound 
hand and foot to private enterpri se and 
where native expertise is motivated it is in 
the services of private enterprise where of 
course it is not publicised. 


3. Companies are more efficient and 
able for the job: 


generally in rocks not less than 70 million 
years old. Capitalism exists on this earth 
for less than 500 years. Thus capitalism did 
not produce the natural resources, but the 
forces of nature. 

It is obvious therefore that the private 
ownership and exploitation with great 
personal profit, of natural resources, has 
validity only within the capitalist system. 
For instance socialism or the slave 
system would exploit them in a different 
way and for totally different motives. 

To say then, that private companies have 
a right to natural resources is only fooling 
yourself, since it is not objectively a right 
but merely one proposed in a particular 
system at a particular time. 


the profit motif being their chief concern. 
Sentiment or recrimination ought not 
occur, therefore, in the move to 
nationalisation, or the more even 
distribution of wealth gained from the 
natural resources, because it is a 
progressive move, injurious only to the 
greedy concerns of a few people. 

2. We have not got the experise to 
exploit our resources once 
nationalised: 

As shown previously, Irish State sponsored 
bodies have uncovered most of our 
orebodies. Geochemical surveys like that 
of an Foras Taluntais which uncovered 


The answer to this argument can be 
approached from several angles: 

To say something is better is to imply 
that an alternative is involved. But what 
have the ruling class put before the Irish 
people as an alternative? When have the 
Irish people been shown natural resource 
exploitation as carried out in the socialist 
countries? Never. It is only the capitalist 
who gain from the statement that these 
companies are more efficient and able 
for the job as they make the profits. 

Modern capitalism is notable in being 
able to make alternatives seem 
unattainable in the public mind, mainly 
by its overpowering capacity to ‘deliver 
the goods’. (The combatting of this is 
probably the most politically frustrating 
task experienced by socialists and radicals). 

The alternatives, in this case social rather 
than private ownership of resources, are 
non-the-less desirable and indeed 
nationalisation has been obtained in many 
countries in the world. 

Countries with nationalised industries 
stand as living proof of the equal efficiency 
of this mode of production : Russia (second 
largest world oil producer); Poland (from 
where Ireland imports most of her coal); 
Algeria (large exporter of oil to Europe) etc. 

This denial of their rights is the price the 
Irish people must pay for capitalist 
‘efficiency’ . If so then it is too high and 
we await the day when people will work . 
conscientiously without the motive of lining 
their pockets at the expense of the 
community. 

TO BE CONTINUED 


Thus six of the main Irish orebodies were 
discovered by State bodies or were known 
to exist already. Of the other two, Kingscourt 
and the adjacent Gortdrum are geologically 
similar to Silvermines and called for no great 
exploration skill. It is true that private 
companies first found and still voraciously 
search for our offshore hydrocarbon oil 
and gas deposits. 

At this point therefore, it is necessary to 
question the validity of the other half 
of the argument - that the companies have 
the right to the resources. Geologists know 
that our orebodies are at least 250 million 
years in place and our hydrocarbons are 


So what is the great objective right with 
regard to natural resources? It has to be 
that they are the inheritance of all men 
and to all mens advantage, since man is 
the first being on the earth able to 
exploit them. The socialist mode of 
production is the only mode that provides 
for this in modern society. Indeed, this 
line of argument can be used to support 
socialism in relation to all our natural 
resources - minerals, hydrocarbons, 
waterways and, of course, land. 

Whether companies think they have a 
right or not to natural resources it is 
important to remember that they only 
involve themselves for their own good, 




)f the WestGerman - Ireland Solidarity 
Committee taking part in the May Day rally in 
Frankfurt. Their banner calls for 'British Troops 
Out of Ireland'. 


| Members of the West German - Ireland Solidarity 
Committee take a break during the International 
Press Festival in Cologne where they publicised the 
struggle in Ireland for National Liberation and 
Socialism. They reported that there was a great 
interest in their stand. 


MULTI-NATIONALS!: 


a law onto themselves 


In the past 50 years, the capitalist system has undergone a vast transformation. The nature 
of capitalism has changed, though its method - the exploitation of the working class - has not. 
The small national firm has been replaced as the symbol of capitalism, pushed aside by the 
multi-national conglomerates. 


These conglomerates, the essence of monopoly 
capitalism, transcend national barriers, act 
independently of national governments, 
overriding any objections to their operations - 
no matter what quarter these objections come 
from. The manner in which these objections are 
overcome vary . . . from inducing total chaos 
in_a country’s economy (ITT in Chile) to bribing 
key government officials. (Lockheed in Holland 
and Japan). One of the most dangerous aspects 
of the multi-nationals is their ability to appear 
to be one thing in one place and the exact 
opposite in another ... all in order to further 
their policies of exploitation for profit. 

Multi Nationals have one Boss — 
Profit! 

ITT is perhaps the best example of a typical 
multi-national conglomerate. It is the biggest 
American company in Europe, employing over 
200,000 people here. Its activities best illustrate 
the danger of the multi-national corporation 
to the working class. Not content with mere 
economic control over the workers these 
conglomerates strive to exercise political sway as 
well. When the profits of these conglomerates 
are threatened they will use any method to 
safeguard their interests - contrary to the 
interests of the working class. Consider the events 
in Chile. 

In 1970 ITT employed 6,000 workers in 
Chile and its interests there were valued at over 
£300 million. Up to then ITT had regarded Chile 
as a secure base for its Latin American operations 
and were intent on keeping it that way. In 1964 
Eduardo Frei, a Christian Democrat, had been 
elected President of Chile with the financial 
backing of ITT. After the election, Frei returned 
the favour, when in 1966 the Chileans wanted 
to extend their telephone network, Ericsson, the 
Swedish company.made a bid for the contract, 
and submitted a report outlining the faults of the 
existing ITT system - but ITT nevertheless 
got the contract, with a much higher bid worth 
over £450 million. ITT’s operations seemed 
secure. But they reckoned without Salvadore 
Allande and the upsurge of the Chilean left. 

ITT help remove opposition 

In 1970 Allende (a Marxist) was elected President 
on o Marxist programjnc; despite the best efforts 
of ITT and the CIA to disrupt his campaign 
and ITT s financial support for his conservative 
opponent. Having failed to stop him from being 
democratically elected, ITT, with the aid of the 
CIA, embarked on a plan to overthrow Allende. 
Meanwhile Allende embarked on his programme 
of reform. One of his targets was ITT. In 1972 
Allende decided to nationalise ITTs Chilean 
holdings. “ITT”, he said, had “driven its tentacles 
deep into my country and proposed to manage 
our political life. I accuse ITT of attempting to 
bring about civil war”. He further attacked the 
conglomerates which, he said, had been 
“cunningly and terrifyingly effective in preventing 
us from exercising our rights as a sovereign state”. 

Meanwhile ITT stepped up their campaign to 
topple Allende. In this they were assisted by the 
CIA. Strikes were encouraged, the conservatives 
received generous contributions, loans and aid to 
Chile were withdrawn ... the Chilean economy 
was severely disrupted. In September 1 973 a 
military coup, backed by the C.I. A. and, of course 
ITT, toppled the government of Salvador Allende. 


The subsequent events in Chile are well known 
... the torture, murders, etc. What is generally 
forgotten or glossed over is the role played by 
ITT. The events in Chile show clearly the extent 
to which the monoply-capilalists will go in order 
to maintain their hold on the lives of the working 
class. In. order to safeguard their sacred profits 
these imperialists will utilise every weapon . . . 
bribery, blackmail economic sabotage and 
ultimately armed intervention. 

Only by organising a strong working-class 
movement and by developing a strong socialist 
consciousness within that movement and 
ultimately by ensuring that the movement is 
capable of defending itself in a military sense, as 
well as in an ideological sense, can monopoly 
capitalism (Lc. imperialism) be defeated and 
socialism established. 

PROTEST AT 
CERMONY 

The Trinity College Chile Solidarity 
Committee picketed a ceremony in Trinity 
College which awarded the U.S. 
ambassador to Ireland, Walter Curley, 
an honorary degree. 

The Committee pointed out the role of the 
US multi national firms and of the US 
ambassador to Chile in formenting the coup 
which toppled the democratically elected 
Popular Unity government in Chile in 
1973. Since then over 30,000 Chilians 
have been killed while a further 320,000 
have been arrested. All trade union and 
democratic rights have been removed. 

The U.S. still supports the Chilean junta. 

The Chilian junta has also attacked 
educational institutions and staff in Chile. 
Internationally famous social science 
research centres of the Catholic University 
and the University have been closed down 
and departments of psychology, philosophy, 
sociology and journalism have been closed 
or ‘restructured’ in universities all over 
the country. An enormous number of 
lecturers and students hatfe been expelled. 

In the faculty of sciences at the University 
of Chile (where 50% of Chile’s students 
enroll) 30% of the academic staff have 
been dismissed and 60 of the 123 members 
of the Department of Maths, Physics, 
Chemistry and Biology have left the 
country since the coup. 

The Committee was also concerned at 
the attitude of the US government to 
the general elections in other countries, 
particularly Italy where the US government 
claims the ‘right’ to decide what 
governments are elected in the interests 
of US imperialism. 



Ulrike Meinhof 


murdered 
in prison 


The Baader-Meinhoff Group stole the 
headlines throughout Europe in the early 
seventies following a prison escape, the 
murder of one of the group through 
forced feeding and the threat to carry out 
a compulsory brain operation on one of 
the group to prove she was ‘insane’. 

Recently they again stole the headlines 
with the murder of Ulrike Meinhof in her 
cell by the prison authorities, although 
they chimed she had committed suicide 
by hanging herself from the cross bars 
in her cell. But there wete no such bars 
in her cell. 

Following the collapse the students movement 
in *68 the urban guerilla group the Baader-Meinhof 
was formed. Later there was differences of 
opinion within the group and the Red Army 
was formed. Ulrike Meinhof remained the leading 
propogandist of the Meinhof Group declaring 
their aims of fighting capitalism and oppression 
in Germany. In May 1970 she led an attack 
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which freed Andreas Baader who was in prison. 
She was captured in June 1972. 

She then spent four years on remand in 
solitary confinement. The Minister for Justice 
of the Hessen State openly said that this was so 
and that the “prosecution could achieve the 
proof without any loop-holes so that it will stand 
up in court”. Ulrike became the only inmate 
of the Women’s Psychiatric examination Wing 
in Ossendorf Prison. Methods such as those used 
by the British Army during the first week of 
internment were used on her, especially sensory 
deprivation. She was put in a completely 
sound proof cell with everything painted white 
inside. During her few visits she was filmed. 

Her expressions were later used in an attempt 
to justify an operation on her brain (without her 
consent) to ‘prove’ she was insane. Fortunately 
there was such widespread opposition to this 
that the plan was dropped. 

After spending 2 years in jail on remand with 
no sign of a trial over 40 members went on 
hunger strike to demand better prison 
conditions. On November 9th Holger Meins died 
as a result of forced feeding. The prisoners were 
then granted some concessions. 

The night before her murder Ulrike shared 
a cell with three of her comrades. Later Ulrike 
entered her own cell where her comrade in 
the next cell heard her typing for over two hours. 
A helicopter was heard landing outside the 
prison. Soon after there was unusually loud music 
from Ulrikc’s cell. The following morning 
Ulrike’s comrades were refused entry to her cell 
when she failed to appear. A quarter of an hour 
later the prison doctor arrived. Five minutes 
later the Prison Authorities issued a statement 
that Ulrike had hanged herself from the 
crossbars ot her cell window, following deep 
disagreements between herself and her comrades, 
(this information was got from Die Welt a 
right wing paper), although this paper was 
printed the day before she was murdered. 

But the following are the facts: Although 
she typed for over two hours a search of her cell 
discovered no typewritten pages, the 
warder insisted there were no disagreements 
between the prisoners and that he heard laughter 
between them the previous night. Her lawyer 
states that Ulrike knew she was to be exchanged 
for prisoners in fast Germany (so why commit 
suicide?) Her lawyers and family have been 
refused permission to see her body. There is no 
crossbar in her cell ( the cell window is lower 
than Ulrike was so how could she hang herself). 
There is only one conclusion: Ulrike Meinhof 
was murdered. 

Members of the IRSP participated in a picket 
on the German Embassy in Dublin protesting 
at Ulrike Meinhof s murder and growing 
repression in Germany. 

The death penalty, incidentally, is prohibited 
under German law. 


N.A.T.O. 


'co-operation' 

In April last or May last, according to the West 
German Irish Solidarity Committee, a German 
unit of Paratroopers from Wildeshagen near 
Kassel in West Germany left for a one week 
training course at the British Parachute 
Regiment headquarters in Aldershot, England. 

A return visit by the British paras has also 
been arranged. The training is part of NATO 
countries military co-operation. One can only 
guess at the type of training the British paras 
were giving the Germans and what they have 
in store for the German people in the future 
when unarmed civilians may be 
demonstrating on some Sunday . . . 
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kildare six defence fund 


Osgur Breatnach, Editor Starry Plough. being arrested outside the High Court During a period of 8 days 
he was arrested twice, detained twice, sent to hospital by order of the High Court and subsequently 
released by the High Court He was then re-arrested and charged with the Kildare Train Robbery. He is 
taking Court action against the Irish State. 
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collision course unless one or the other 


WAGE AGREEMENT 
MEANS 
WAGE CUT 


The National Wage Agreement discussions 
between the Federated Union of Employers 
and the Trade Unions continue through 
a series of ups and downs, although it 
apnears that they will come to an end 
shortly. When they do the proposals will 
be put to the membership of both 
organisations separately and either accepted 
or rejected. The only stumbling block to 
agreement seems to be the 'inability to pay' 
clause. The employers wnat it left in for 
companies in extreme difficulties while 
the Unions are determined not to be caught 
out twice by the same trick. 

Throughout the last Wage Agreement 
so many companies made this claim that 
thousands of workers never received, in 
many cases, even one of the agreed rises 
which they should have got as part of the 
agreement. The Union leadership know 
that whatever reservations and opposition 
there is to a new Wage Agreement that 
there is no hope of selling it to the 
membership if it includes the 'escape clause'. 

But how Union leaders can sit down to 
discuss an agreement with the employers, 
when their individual interests are 
diametrically opposed, and hope to gain is 
beyond reason. The employers wnat to 
make as much profit out of their workers 
as possible, having the longest working 
hours, the most inexpensive working 
conditions all at the lowest possible pay, 
while on the other hand, the unions want 
the best working conditions possible, 
reasonable working hours and higher pay. 

In this context it should not be forgotten 
that during the two last wage Agreements 
it has been the workers that have received 
meagre rises (and in some cases none at all) 
while the cost of living rose astronomically. 
During this period also, the employers 
continued to make profits, and in most 
'"•* increased their profits. It seems obvious 
employers and the unions are on a 


compromises. History has shown, even recent 
history, that it is always the Unions who 
have done the compromising. 

To discourage a courageous stand by the 

unions on this issue the Government 
threatened a statutory wage freeze last 
year unless the unions and management 
could come to an agreement. Obviously it 
would have been the workers who would 
have suffered under any such statutory 
wage freeze, not the employers. 

The reality of Wage Agreements are 
that they suit no one but the employers. 
Workers are refused the right to take action 
for higher wages while the employers con 
them into a promise of low increases and 
then refuse to pay them with the inability 
to pay clause. What workers must demand 
is the freedom to make wage demands 
whenever they need wage increases and 
the right to inspect company books. W 
companies cannot pay their workers then 
the State must nationalise them under 
workers control. 

Wage Agreements are more, however, 
than just the denial to make wage 
demands. They are in fact wage cuts. 

For instance a single man on £30 a week 
would get £29.91 if he got all the proposed 
wage increases. But to keep up with 
prices he would need £34.18 a week. 
Therefore the Wage Agreement means a 
wage cut of 1 2%% 

Similarly, a married man with two 
children on £48.32 a week, take home 
pay, by this time next year, would need 
£53.93 to keep up with price increases. 
Therefore what the Wage Agreement means 
to this worker and his family is a Wage 
Cut of £9 or 17%%. Workers must reject 
this and all wage agreements and demand 
their right to take industrial action for the 
wages they really need. 


nrarx’s fenian 
work remembered 


Members of the Prisoners Aid Committee 
laid commemorative flowers on the 
tomb of Karl Marx in Highgate Cemetary 
in North London. The inscription read: 

“These flowers were placed on Marx’s 
grave by the Prisoners Aid Committee on 
behalf of all Irish political prisoners in 
memory of the great work done by Marx 
and Engels on behalf of Fenian prisoners.” 
"Political prisoners are not treated 
anywhere so badly as in England" 

Karl Marx 


holland exhibition on Ireland 


The Ireland Information Group in Utrecht 
Holland recently organised an information week 
in Utrecht. Nijemigen and Gronigen which 
consisted of a display of photgraphs, 
documents, photographs and a film show 
‘Ireland behind the Wire’. There was also an 
explanation given of the various anti-imperialist 
groups in Ireland. 

A speaker from the Troops Out Movement 


new 
civil rights 
group formed 

<zy 

A new Civil Rights group has been established 
in the 26 Counties to prevent the erosion of 
civil rights and to press for the abolition of 
all repressive legislation. The group is called 
the NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR CIVIL 
LIBERTIES. 

Amongst those present at a meeting in 
Trinity College, Dublin, were Kadar Asmal, 
a senior lecturer in law in T.C.D.. Ruaidhri 
Roberts, Secretary of the Irish Congress of 
Trade Unions. Michael Mullen and 
representatives of a wide spectrum of 
political opinion. 

It is hoped that the National Council for 
Civil Liberties can steer clear of political 
infighting that destroyed any hopes of the 
Irish Civil Rights Association from ever 
gaining popular support. However with such 
wide ranging political and other opinions 
represented within the Council there is little 
danger of this. There is also little chance 
that the authorities can claim it is politically 
biased towards any political group. 

Amongst the legislation which it is hoped 
the Council will successfully be repealing 
are the Offences Against the State Act, the 
Criminal Law Jurisdiction Bill, Section 31 
of the Broadcasting Authority Act. and the 
Prohibition of Forcible Entry Act. It is also 
hoped that they will demand an independent 
impartial body to investigate allegations 
of brutality concerning people’s civil 
rights by the Gardai. 



immediate withdrawal of British Troops who are 
the major defendants of imperialism in Ireland 
and who ferment sectarianism to divide 
Irish workers. 

Another speaker from Belfast spoke of the 
necessity of establishing the unity of Irish workers 
insidethe Trade Union Movement and of how 
international capital used sectarianism to replace 
local capital and how loyalism is increasing in 
its fascist actions. St. 

JOIN^^^ 

Irish Republican Socialist Party 



I.R.S.P. 


The aim of the I.R.S.P. is to establish a 
32 County Democratic Socialist 
Republic with the working class in 
control of the means of production, 
distribution and exchange. 
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